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115 federations participated in this Congress, 105 of which were present and 10 were represented. 
 

 
1) GENERAL 

 
 
1.1 APPROVAL OF THE REPORT ON THE 2008 CONGRESS IN  PARIS (FRA) 
 
The 2008 Congress report was approved unanimously. 
 
 
1.2 2012 OLYMPICS IN LONDON 
 
The two team weapons that will not be participating in the 2012 Olympic Games are women’s sabre 
and men’s épée.  
 
 
1.3. ORGANISATION OF THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS GRANTED TO: 
 
Catania (ITA) for the 2011 Senior World Championships. 
 
Jordan declared itself a candidate for the organisation of the 2011 Junior-Cadet World 
Championships.  
 
Ukraine put itself forward as a candidate to organise the 2012 Junior-Cadet World Championships.  
 
 
1.4. CANDIDATES FOR THE ORGANISATION OF THE 2010 CONGRESS 
 
Two cities put themselves forward as candidates to organise the 2010 FIE Congress. The Executive 
Committee will pronounce itself at a later date.  
 
 
1.5. NOMINATION OF THE MEMBERS OF HONOUR 
 
On the proposal of the Executive Committee, Mr Marcello BAIOCCO (ITA) was nominated Member of 
Honour. 
 
 
1.6. AWARDING OF THE CHEVALIER FEYERICK TROPHY 
 
The Chevalier Feyerick Trophy was awarded to Ms Mariel ZAGUNIS (USA) who has shown the most 
unselfish attitude and best spirit of sportsmanship. 
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2) AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTES 
 
 
 
The following amendments to the articles in the Statutes have been adopted and come into 
force immediately: 
 
 
1.4 FINANCIAL YEAR 

 
The financial year is a twelve-month period from July 1 to June 30. 

 
 
1.5.6 At the Congresses and General Assemblies, people may speak in any one of the 

working languages and the Central Office will take the measures necessary to ensure 
that the participants can enjoy the benefit of simultaneous translation in the three 
languages.  

 
 
1.6 

Add:  
“6) Donations and income from its sponsorship contracts”  
  7) Such other resources as may be developed 

 
The amounts of the fees above (items 1 to 4) are determined by the Executive 
Committee and approved by the General Assembly Congress for the following 
season. 

 
 
2.1.1 a)  

Add:  
“The National Federation must have an independent role in accordance with the 
principles of the Olympic Charter”.  

 
 
2.1.2  
 

Conditions of membership of  “Members of Honour” 
 

b) Procedure  
 Before each Congress, the Central Office may single out one or more persons with the 

intention of proposing their nomination as Members of Honour at the Congress.  
 
In the text in English, replace "Central Office" with “Bureau”.  

 
 

2.4   RESPONSIBILITY OF ZONAL CONFEDERATIONS 
 
2.4.1 Zonal Confederations assist the FIE with the development of fencing in a 

particular geographical Zone 
 
2.4.2 This assistance by Zonal Confederations in regard to the FIE is defined by the 

Administrative Rules 
 
 
CHAPITRE III –THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CONGRESS 
 

Deleted: 
 
3.1.1  The General Assemblies of the F.I.E. are held at the venue of the World Junior 

Championships on date(s) decided by the F.I.E. Executive Committee.  
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3.1  a) Congresses are held during the latter part of November or the first part of 
December each year.  

 
i) The Elective Congress is held during the Olympic year.  
 
In principle, the following Congresses will handle the specific matters 
stated below:  

 
 ii)  The Congress to handle proposals to change the Rules shall 

occur in the 1st year after the Olympic year.  
iii)  The Congress to handle all remaining matters concerning the 
Olympic Games shall occur in the 2nd year after the Olympic year.  

 iv) The Congress to handle proposals to change the Statutes shall 
occur in the 3rd year after the Olympic year.  

 
Articles 3.1.2a) and 3.1.2b) are deleted and Articles 3.1.2c) and d) become 3.1b) and 3.1c). 
 
 
3.2   ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONGRESS   
 
3.2.1  Each year the General Assembly Congress receives the reports on the management 

of the Executive Committee and on the operational and financial situation of the 
Federation, the report on the accounts for the financial year that has ended and the 
report of the auditors. It approves the amounts of the fees listed in article 1.6, items 1) to 
4) determined by the Executive Committee for the following season.   
It votes on the provisional budget. 
It approves the positive report of the auditors. 
Should the accounts for the financial year that has ended not be approved by the 
auditors, the President and the Executive Committee are dismissed from their positions.  
The General Assembly Congress appoints professional auditors as auditors for a 
period of one year, which can be renewed.  

 
 
3.3 COMPOSITION AND REPRESENTATION 
 
3.3.1  The FIE member Federations may be represented at a FIE Congress or General 

Assembly by 2 delegates, whose names must be made known to the FIE head-office 
one month before the Congress or General Assembly.  
Members of the Executive Committee and Commissions have the right to take part in 
the Congress.   

 
 

3.3.2 When a Member Federation has not fulfilled its financial obligations towards the F.I.E. 
30 calendar days (00:00 hrs Lausanne time) before the opening day of the Congress 
or General Assembly, such Member Federation will be prohibited from being 
represented at the said Congress or General Assembly and from voting, unless 
exception has been made for a valid reason and accepted by the Executive Committee 
and such reason shall be announced to the Congress.   

 
 
3.3.3  Proxies and mandates  

 
 a) The right to vote at a General Assembly or Congress can be delegated to another 

federation or a Member of Honour. This proxy must be signed by the President of the 
member federation, and the mandate can be imperative for all statutory modifications. 

 
 
3.4 AGENDA 
 
3.4.1 All the proposals shall reach the FIE’s head office no later than 00:00 hrs 

Lausanne time 6 months before the opening day of the next Congress. 
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Any proposal reaching the head office after this date cannot be put on the agenda.  

 
 
3.4.4 At Congresses and General Assemblies, for each point under discussion, the 

Member Federations, the Honorary Members and each member of the Executive 
Committee may express their opinion no more than twice, and for a maximum of three 
minutes on each occasion.  

 
 
3.4.5  

At the end of the discussion on each item on the agenda, the CEO or any other 
person given the responsibility will either announce the precise text which will be 
voted upon. 
- announce the general sense of the proposal for which the precise text has not been 
established which is to be voted upon. 
After the vote, the definitive text, if available, or the general sense will be confirmed and 
recorded. 

 
 
3.4.6   

The urgent summary of Congress decisions must be drafted by the CEO, reviewed by 
the President of the relevant Commission, approved by the President of the FIE 
and sent to the Member Federations within a month.  
 

Deleted:  
This urgent summary must include the final wording of the articles for which the new 
texts were approved by the Congress.  

 
 
Deleted: 
 
3.4.7 Those new texts for which the final wording was established after the Congress by the 

Executive Committee must be sent to the Member Federations within a month from the 
Congress.   

 
 
Deleted: 
 
3.4.8 Every important change to articles of the Rules for Competitions, following a study by 

the appropriate commission, a Congress debate, and a positive vote, must be tested for 
a year by the Member Federations and proposed again to the following Congress in 
order to be finally accepted.  

 
 
3.5.1 Required majorities 

The decisions of both the General Assembly and the Congress are reached by a 
simple majority vote of votes cast. 

 
 
3.5.2 Quorums   

 
The General Assembly can only reach valid decisions if 33% of all the members of the 
F.I.E. are present or represented. 
If this proportion is not achieved, the administrative office  will establish a written ballot, 
the majority of votes cast being decisive.  
The deliberations of the Congress are only valid if more than 50% of all the members of 
the F.I.E. are present or represented.   
If this proportion is not achieved, the Congress is dissolved and it will be convened 
again within a period of six months at most. On this occasion it will deliberate validly 
whatever the number of votes represented.  
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3.6.1 The President, the Executive Committee and the members of the permanent 
commissions are elected at the Elective Congress which is called at the initiative of the 
Executive Committee of the F.I.E. during the Olympic year. They are elected for four 
years.  

 
 
4.1.1 The President of the F.I.E, the 15 other elected members of the Executive Committee 

and the members of the commissions (other than the Special Rules for World 
Championships and Olympic Games Commission and the Athletes Commission) are 
elected by the Elective Congress. They are eligible for re-election at the end of their 
term of office. 

 
 
4.1.2 

- a candidate for the Executive Committee or for a Commission can only be presented 
by the Member Federation of the candidate or by a Member of Honour  with the 
agreement of the Federation of the candidate, with the limit of 1 candidate per 
nationality for any such position.  

 
 
4.1.4  

All the candidatures shall reach the FIE head office no later than 00:00 hrs 
Lausanne time 30 calendar days before the opening day of the Elective Congress.  

 
 
4.2.1   

The President of the FIE cannot hold any position within his national federation or in 
any Zonal Confederation. 

 
 
4.3.2  

If a candidate for the Executive Committee withdraws before an election only his 
Member Federation may present another candidate before the deadline in 4.1.4. 

 
 
4.3.4  

As about At least 20% of the elected members must be women, if the 15 members who 
have obtained the most votes do not include 3 women, the Executive Committee will 
consist of the first 12 members elected and the 3 women candidates for the Executive 
Committee who have obtained the greatest number of votes.   
 
Deleted: 
 
If one or several of the women selected is of the same nationality as one of the first 12 men 
elected, she (or they) will be stood down in favour of the next woman of a nationality not already 
represented. 

 
 
4.4.2  

If a candidate for a permanent Commission withdraws before an election, only his 
Member Federation may present another candidate before the deadline in 4.1.4. 

 
 
4.4.4  

If the 10 first members elected do not include 2 women, the Commission will consist of 
the first 8 members elected and the 2 women candidates for the commission who have 
obtained the greatest number of votes. 
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Deleted: 

If one or several of the women so elected is of the same nationality as one of the first 8 
men elected, she (they) will be stood down in favour of the next woman of a nationality 
not already represented. 

 

5.3.3  

In the event of death or resignation of the President, the Secretary General performs the 
President’s duties provisionally, until the next Congress or General Assembly, during 
which the elections of a new President will be organised.  

 
 
5.5.2  

Such a decision can, in no case, modify or be opposite to a decision adopted by the last 
Congress or General Assembly and it must be submitted to the next meeting of the 
General Assembly or of the Congress for confirmation.  

 
 
5.5.3  

The Executive Committee outlines the work of the Commissions and the Congresses. 
To this end, it has to gather information by every possible means on the views, 
tendencies, and desires of the affiliated groups.  
 
It decides the date of the General Assemblies and the date and the place of the 
Congresses. 

 
 It may convene an Extraordinary Congress. 
 
 It establishes and approves the agendas of the General Assembly, and Congress. 
 
 
5.5.4  
 The Executive Committee will delegate one of its members to be responsible to 

coordinate and liaise with each commission except the Special Rules for World 
Championships and Olympic Games Commission.  

 
 
5.5.7  

The Executive Committee is responsible for planning, modifying and drafting the text of 
the Administrative Rules. It approves the drafting of the texts prepared by the Rules 
Commission and the Legal Commission and the Special Rules for World 
Championships and Olympic Games Commission, either for submission to the 
Congress or in their final version in the case of proposals modified by the Congress 
without approving a precise text. 

 
 
5.5.12  

The Executive Committee approves the final version of the FIE official calendar 
which has been finalised at the calendar meeting held at the Junior World 
Championships.  

 
 
5.5.14  The Executive Committee presents the detailed annual report of the activity of the F.I.E. 

This report is submitted for approval by the  annual General Assembly Congress. 
 
 
5.5.15  The Executive Committee determines the amounts of the fees listed in article 1.6, items 

1 to 4, that are approved by the General Assembly Congress for the following season. 
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Deleted: 
5.6.1 The President, assisted by the Secretary General and the Secretary-Treasurer, attends 

to all the current matters and subsequently obtains the Executive Committee’s 
ratification of decisions taken. 
 
Articles 5.6.2, 5.6.3, 5.6.4 and 5.6.5 are renumbered 5.6.1, 5.6.2, 5.6.3 and 5.6.4. 
 

 
 
5.6.1  

The President is the legal representative of the International Fencing Federation. 
If he is unable to attend, he is replaced by the Secretary General.   
 

5.6.3  
The President is authorized to open and maintain current and deposit accounts 
with any bank at his discretion, having the right to sign all requisite documents 
and perform current transactions, as well as to conduct investment transactions 
on these accounts about which the Executive Committee will be informed.   
The President may issue a power of attorney to the Secretary General, Secretary-
Treasurer or Chief Executive Officer for these current transactions, and to the 
Secretary-Treasurer for these investment transactions.   

 
 
5.6.4  The President may also give a power of attorney to the CEO for dealing below an upper 

limit which the Executive Committee will establish. 
 
 
 
5.7 RESPONSABILITES OF THE CENTRAL OFFICE (BUREAU) 
 

The Bureau may make decisions on all current issues of FIE activites with the 
Executive Committee’s subsequent approval.  

 
 
5.8 BUDGETARY RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TREASURER 
 
5.8.1  b) The treasurer establishes a simplified budget, showing the main expenses and 

receipts, inteded for the approval of the General Assembly Congress. 
 

d) A ‘management’ account, meant for the payment of current and recurring expenses, 
is operated under the sole signature of the President, the Treasurer or the Secretary 
General and the CEO (see point e).   

 
  The Administrative and Financial Director can be given power of signature up to a sum 

determined by the Executive Committee. 
 

e) Payments of the management account can be made with the sole signature of the 
President, with the prior approval of the Treasurer and the CEO, with the sole signature 
of the Treasurer and the CEO with the prior approval of the President, or with the 
signature of the Secretary General with the prior approval of the President or the 
Treasurer and the CEO (who advise the President).  
The prior agreement can be made by fax. 

 
 Deleted: 

f) All the other accounts are managed under the joint signatures of two of the President, 
the Treasurer and the Secretary General, advising the President and the Treasurer if 
they are not signatories. 

 
Paragraph g) becomes paragraph f) 
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5.9 Create Article 5.9 Staff Officers 

Responsabilities of the CEO 
 
 
6.1.1  

The permanent commissions of the F.I.E are the following:  
- Legal Commission  
- Rules Commission  
- Refereeing Commission 
- Disciplinary Commission  
- Electronic Signalling Equipment and Installations Commission (S.E.M.I.) 
- Promotion and Marketing Commission 
- Medical Commission 
- Special Rules for World Championships and Olympic Games Commission 
- The Advisory Commisison of Athletes (Athletes Commission) 

 
 
 
6.2.1  

Permanent commissions, except the Special Rules for World Championships and 
Olympic Games Commission and the Athletes Commission. 

 
a) Each permanent commission except the Special Rules for World Championships and 
Olympic Games Commission and the Athletes Commission is made up of ten voting 
members elected by the Congress. 

 
Deleted: 
 
b) When, among the ten elected Members of a commission, there is not included a 
national from every geographic zone, that commission will co-opt the national, if any, of 
each geographic zone not represented who obtained the largest number of votes 
among the candidates for that commission; the latter sit on the Commission in a non-
voting advisory capacity. 

 
 
6.2.3  

The Executive Committee will delegate one of its members to be responsible to liaise  
and coordinate the work of the commissions (cf. 5.5.7). 

 
The President of the FIE may, as agreed with the Executive Committee and after 
consultation with the President of the Commission, have relevant experts 
involved in the commissions’ work.  

 
 

Deleted: 
 
6.2.4 The Special Rules for World Championships and Olympic Games Commission.  
 

The Special Rules for World Championships and the Olympic Games Commission is 
designated after the other permanent Commissions have been elected. It consists of 
two members of the Legal Commission, two members of the Rules Commission and 
two members of the Propaganda Commission, each designated by their respective 
Commissions.   

 
It is presided over by the President of the FIE.  
  
6.2.5 and 6.2.6 become 6.2.4 and 6.2.5 
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6.3 DURATION OF MANDATES 
   
6.3.1 Members of each permanent commission, except the Special Rules for World 

Championships and Olympic Games Commission and the Athletes Commission are 
elected for the duration of the Olympiad. 

 
 
Deleted: 

 
6.3.2 Members of the Special Rules for World Championships and Olympic Games 

Commission are appointed for the duration of the Olympiad.  
 

6.3.3 and 6.3.4 become 6.3.2 and 6.3.3 
 
 
6.5.1  

b) This Commisison prepares the texts of all proposals concerning the Statutes for the 
approval of the Executive Committee before submission to the Congress. If the 
Congress modifies a proposal without approving a precise text, this Commission 
prepares a modified text for the definitive approval of the Executive Committee. 

 
 
6.5.2  

b) This Commission prepares the texts of all proposals concerning the Rules for 
competitions for the approval of the Executive Committee before submission to the 
Congress. If the Congress modifies a proposal without approving a precise text, this 
Commission prepares a modified text for the definitive approval of the Executive 
committee.  

 
 
Deleted: 
 
6.5.8  The Special Rules for World Championships and Olympic Games Commission  
 

a) This Commission is responsible for examining and co-ordinating the texts of 
proposals submitted to the Legal Commission, the Rules Commission and the 
Promotion and Publicity Commission relating to the organisation and running of World 
Championships and the Olympic Games. It presents a written report on these proposals 
to the Congress. 

 
b) This Commission may prepare the texts of all proposals concerning the organisation 
and running of World Championships and the Olympic Games , either for the approval 
of the Executive Committee before submission to the Congress or, if the Congress 
modifies a proposal without approving a precise text, for the definitive approval of the 
Executive Committee. 

 
6.5.9 becomes 6.5.8 

 
 
6.6  Responsibility of Commission Presidents  
 
6.6.1  Management of the operations of the Commissions 
 
6.6.2  Preparation of the Commissions’ work plans and control over their 

implementation shall be done in coordination with the Executive Committee 
delegate to the Commission.  

 
6.6.3  Provision of minutes of meetings and reports on Commission activities for 

Executive Committee members.  
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Chapter VI-A COUNCILS  

 
6A.1  Women and Fencing Council 
 

This council is appointed by the Executive Committee and performs the following 
functions:  

Increase the number of initiatives to encourage more women to participate in 
fencing, both as fencers and in the management of the sport  

Encourage the organisation of training courses for women in the different areas 
of sport (leadership, management, supervisory staff, training, refereeing…)  

Ensure equal opportunities in the management and participation of women and 
their representation in sport 

Encourage women to work and contribute to the development of fencing 
throughout the world at all levels 

 
 
6A.2  Veterans Council 
 This council is appointed by the Executive Committee. It gives its advice to the 

latter on all issues related to veteran fencing.   
 
 
9.1.4  Annual Fee 

 
Every application for a licence or licence renewal can only be made after the payment of 
a fee which is set for the following season by the Executive Committee and approved by 
the General Assembly  Congress. 

 
 
9.1.8  a)  A National Federation can obtain a license for a referee who is a citizen of the 

such country and whose license will specify the nationality of the referee.  
 

b)  A National Federation can obtain a license for a referee who is not a citizen of 
such country, but who has been a resident in such country for more than three (3) 
years and whose license will specify the nationality of the referee as FIE.  

 
 
10.2.1  Candidatures for a World Championship 
 

 a) Each year, requests to undertake the organisation of the World Championships for 
the following years, accompanied by a file describing the technical and financial 
circumstances of the candidature, must reach the head office of the F.I.E. three years 
before the organising of the competition. These requests are to be placed on the 
agenda of the Congress or General Assembly and must arrive within the time limit 
laid down by the F.I.E. Statutes for inclusion thereon.  

 
 b) When it puts forward its candidature, a federation must present a full dossier which 

complies with the FIE instructions, and make a commitment before the Congress or 
General Assembly to comply with the specifications set down by the FIE and to 
respect its financial obligations.  

 
 c) When the Congress or General Assembly has awarded the World Championships 

to a Member Federation, the President of the organising Federation and, if the case 
arises, the organiser himself shall sign a protocol detailing their complete awareness of 
the specifications set down by the FIE and of their financial obligations.   

 
 d) The Congress or the General Assembly  will decide two years in advance to which 

member federation the organisation of these Championships will be entrusted, and, at 
the same time, fix the date and place where they will be held.  
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 e) Should the Ordinary Congress or General Assembly be unable to decide by the 
above process which member federation will organise the World Championships, 
because no candidate has come forward, the Central Office of the F.I.E. may itself 
decide which member federation will organise these Championships if it receives one or 
more candidates after the Congress or General Assembly has taken place.  

 
 f) The Executive Committee of the F.I.E. will have the same powers should the member 

federation to whom the organisation was entrusted by the Congress or the General 
Assembly  withdraw and in the event of any discriminatory act by the organising 
federation.  
 
g) Furthermore, the Congress will accept the candidatures proposing to organise 
separate Junior and Cadet Championships.  

 
 
10.3.4 The rules of the I.O.C. with regard to defining the Olympic athlete and to the prohibition 

of political, racial or religious discrimination must be enforced at the Olympic Games 
and all FIE official competitions.  

 
This paragraph is moved to the beginning of 10.3.4. 
 

 
 

CHAPITRE XI – TITLES AND AWARDS CONFERRED BY THE CONGRESS  
 

The articles 11.2.1, 11.3, 11.3.1, 11.3.2, and 11.4 are moved to the Administrative 
Rules of the FIE.  
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3) AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES 

 
The following amendments to the articles in the Rules have been adopted and come into force 
immediately: 
 
 

3.1 AMENDMENTS TO THE ORGANISATION RULES 
 
 
 
o.2.2 

Every competitor or designated official, irrespective of his status, is required to have a 
valid international licence for the current season (cf. Statuts Chapitre IX). 

 
 
o.6.2   

Superintendents of the apparatus 
 
Deleted: 
 
b) The superintendent of the apparatus must not touch the apparatus while fencing is in 
progress. When fencing ceases, he re-sets the apparatus either after the Referee has 
given his decision or when the competitors are testing their weapons; but he must 
never, after a phase of the bout has caused the apparatus to signal a hit, annul this 
signal before the Referee has given his decision.  
 
Delete letter a) in front of the previous paragraph. 

 
 
o.7 

The checking of the organisers’ equipment, as well as the equipment of the fencers, 
must be carried out in accordance with the rules to be found in the Material Rules, by 
personnel who are qualified and designated by the organizing committee. If there 
are present designated members of the SEMI Commission, this function must be 
carried out by them or under their control.  

 
 
o.9.1 

The programme must be displayed, communicated and respected and must take 
into account the time needed for the fencers to rest between bouts. It should be 
arranged in such a way that no fencer is obliged to participate in events for more than 
12 hours in 24. In any case, no pool, bout or match may begin after midnight, or at any 
time when it can be foreseen that there is a likelihood that it will end after midnight.  

 
 
o.9.3 

In their timetable the organisers must allow sufficient time for it to be possible to carry 
out the checking of the fencers’ equipment, i.e. a minimum of one day per weapon.  

 
 
o.10 

The first round of all individual and team competitions, including  the World 
Championships and Olympic Games,  must be displayed by 4 p.m. at the latest the 
day before the competition (cf. t.123).  

 
 
o.13.1 

Except where there are contrary provisions in these Rules, The pools are composed 
taking account of the latest official FIE ranking and by drawing lots among any fencers 
who are not in the ranking.  
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o.15.3 

Deleted: 
 
When competitors classed as ‘stateless’ are included in a pool, they must first fence 
against the competitors of the nationality to which they originally belonged, after the 
latter have fenced each other, and thereafter against the competitors of the country 
which grants them their international fencing licence.  
 
o.15.4 and o.15.5 become o.15.3 and o.15.4 

 
 
o.18 

Before the competition starts, the Directoire Technique will decide on and announce the 
number of fencers who will be eliminated based on the ranking established by the 
pools.  

 
 
o.29 

This formula is used for the individual competitions of the Open World 
Championships, as well as for the Open World Cup competitions and for Grand 
Prix competitions.  

 
 
o.31.4  

Should a fencer or team who has been entered not turn up, a fine (cf o.86, table of 
financial penalties and fines) payable to the FIE will be inflicted on the Federation of 
the fencer or team at fault except in a case of properly authenticated injury or force 
majeure which is duly justified.  
 

 
 
o.32.1 

The preliminary phase consists of one round of pools, from which 20%-30% of the 
participants in the pools are eliminated, based on the indices of all competing in them, 
and a preliminary direct elimination table. For Grand Prix competitions, the number 
of fencers eliminated based on the indices of the pools must be 30%.  

 
 
o.33.1 

The main phase consists of an integral direct elimination table, which is fenced on four 
pistes, one quarter of the table per piste. The first round of the table of 64 may, 
however, if required for the organisation of the competition, be fenced on eight pistes. 
Grand Prix competitions must be fenced on (only) four pistes. 

 
 
o.33.3 

Should one of the 16 exempted fencers who had been entered in accordance with 
the Rules not present himself to fence (cf. o.31), his position in the table will remain 
empty and his federation will be required to pay to the FIE a fine (cf. o.86, table of 
financial penalties and fines) unless his absence is caused by circumstances duly 
justified as being outside as his control. 

 
 
o.39 

2/ The 64 highest ranked in the official FIE junior ranking of the year in course.  
 
4/ Those placed 65 onwards in the official FIE junior ranking of the year in course.  
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o.47.2 

The table will be drawn up based on the ranking of the teams entered, at the latest 
one hour after the end of the quarter finals of the individual event. 

 
 
o.50  Heading changed to: Entries to competitions 
 
 
o.50.3  

2   For World Cup competitions, it must be sent out at least two months before the 
competition in question.  

 
 
o.51 a) 

the official name of the Organising Committee, postal address, e-mail address and 
telephone and fax numbers;  

 
 
o.53 

Entries for World Championships (all categories) 
 

1 Three months before the start of the events, the federations will receive an entry 
form from the Organising Committee, on which they are required to specify the number 
of fencers and teams participating in each event of the competition’s programme, two 
months before the start of the events. No additional entry of fencers will be accepted 
after this date.  

.  
2 The entry of fencers and teams by name is to be made via the FIE website. This 
entry of the names of the fencers and all possible substitutes, and the entry of teams, 
must be made fifteen days (by midnight, Lausanne time) before the first event of 
the Championships at the latest. 
 
3 Withdrawal of a fencer. 
 
After the cut-off date for entries, there can be no further withdrawal of a name 
except in any case of force majeure duly justified.  
. 
4 Addition of fencer(s) after the cut-off date. 
 
Nevertheless one or more fencers may be added, up until 10.00am (local time in the 
town hosting the World Championships) on the day before the competition, after 
payment to the FIE of a penalty (cf. o.86, table of financial penalties and fines) per 
additional entry.  
 
To do this the national federation must address a request to the FIE to add a fencer or 
fencers together with immediate payment of the penalty. 
 
5 Changes of names, only with the agreement of the FIE and only for reasons of 
‘force majeure’ or injury, can only be made at the latest up to 24 hours before the start 
of each event.  

 
 
o.54 

Entries by name for Senior and Junior World Cup competitions, Grand Prix 
competitions, Satellite competitions, World Cup team competitions and Zonal 
Senior and Junior competitions. 
 
1 The entry of the names of the fencers and all possible replacements, and the 
entry of teams, must be made via the FIE website 7 days before the competition at the 
latest (midnight Lausanne time).  
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For team entries, the names of the fencers making up the teams may be changed, by 
informing the organizers, until the day before the competition, at the latest at the end 
of the quarter-finals of the individual competition.  
 
2 Withdrawal of a fencer or a team. 
 
After the closing dead-line for entries, no named fencer or team may be 
withdrawn.  
 
From the Tuesday preceding the competition, should a fencer have to be withdrawn for 
reasons of force majeure, the national federation must inform the FIE and the 
organizers. The fencer may not be replaced.  
 
3 Substitution of a fencer. 
 
Until the Monday preceding the competition (midnight Lausanne time), a fencer may 
be replaced by another. To do this, the national federation must send to the FIE, by fax 
or e-mail, a written request to substitute the fencer.  
 
4 Addition of a fencer after the deadline. 
 
However, until the Monday preceding the competition (midnight Lausanne time), 
one or more fencers may be added after payment to the FIE of a penalty (cf o.86, 
table of financial penalties and fines) for each additional entry. 
 
To do this, the national federation must send to the FIE (by fax or e-mail) a request for 
the additional fencer(s) and a written commitment to pay the penalty within 15 
days.   

 
5 Should a fencer or team who have been entered not present themselves to 
fence, their federation will be penalised with a fine (cf. o.86, table of financial 
penalties and fines) payable to the FIE, except in cases of properly authenticated 
‘force majeure’.  
 
6 For Grand Prix competitions and Team World Cup competitions, as the 
referees are designated by the FIE, the delegations are not required to provide referees. 
 
6 The organisers of all official competitions must, at risk of a penalty of a fine 
payable to the FIE (cf. o.86, table of financial penalties and fines), refuse the entry 
of any fencers not appearing on lists conforming with the above, any entry not 
requested by a federation and any entry of either fencer or referee not in possession of 
an FIE licence valid for the current season.  

 
 
o.55 

1 No fencer may take part in an official event of the FIE unless he or she is at least 
13 years old on 1st January in the year of the competition.  

 
2 Fencers taking part in all the official FIE Cadet competitions must be under 
17 years old at midnight on the 31st December of the year preceding the year in 
which the competition takes place.  
 
3 Fencers taking part in all the official FIE Junior competitions, individual or 
team, must be under 20 years old at midnight on 31st December of the year 
preceding the year in which the competition takes place (cf o. 80).  
 
4 Apart from the stipulations above, there is no maximum age limit for those 
taking part in any other official events of the FIE, except in regard to the different 
Veteran categories.  
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o.56 
Apart from the specific areas of competence which are the responsibility of the other 
technical officials, the technical management of official FIE competitions is entrusted 
to a Directoire Technique, whose composition and nomination must respect the 
specific rules for each competition.  

 
 
o.57 

The Directoire Technique is composed of people who have the experience and 
competence to organise competitions.  
 
1 World Championships and Olympic Games 
 
a) The technical organisation is undertaken by a Directoire Technique of six members 
of different nationalities, one of whom must represent the organising country.   
 
b) The President of the Directoire Technique and the other members are appointed 
by the Executive Committee of the FIE. 
 
c) Should there by a tied vote among the members of the Directoire Technique, the 
President of the Directoire Technique has the casting vote.  

 
2 World Cup competitions 
 
a) The Directoire technique is composed of three qualified persons from the 
organising country or invited by them.  
  
b) For Grand Prix competitions, the Supervisor of the competition, designated by 
the Executive Committee of the FIE, is also the President of the Directoire 
Technique.  

 
 
o.58.3 

c) It draws up the pool sheets and direct elimination table, according to the rules for 
individual and team events; 
 
e) It supervises the progress of the event(s) 

 
 
o.70 

1 Directoire technique. 
 

Two foreign members if the Directoire Technique has three members; five foreign 
members if there are six members. The Directoire technique is appointed by the 
Executive Committee of the FIE after consultation with the Organising Committee. 

o.70. 
2 Checking of Equipment. 
 

One or two representatives of the SEMI Commission of the F.I.E., depending on 
the importance of the fencing events at the Games. These representatives are 
appointed by the Executive Committee of the FIE after consultation with the 
Organising Committee. 

 
3 Refereeing delegate. 
 

A representative of the Refereeing Commission of the F.I.E., appointed by the 
Executive Committee after consultation with the Organising Committee. 

o.70 
4 Neutral referees. 
 

Two or three international referees, depending on the importance of the event, 
from countries outside the region of the Games, appointed by the Executive 
Committee of the FIE after consultation with the Organising Committee. 
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Deleted: 

o.72 
 
1 Competitors in the World Junior Championships, individual and team, must be less 
than 20 years of age on 1 January of the year in which the World Junior Championship 
is held.  
 
2 Competitors in the World Cadet Championships must be less than 17 years of age 
on 1 January of the year in which the World Cadet Championship is held. 

 
o.71.1 becomes o.71 and o.71.2 becomes o.72 

 
 
Deleted: 

 
o.78 

1 The Directoire technique shall consist of three suitable members from the organising 
country or invited by it.  
 
2 For Grand Prix competitions, the competition supervisor, designated by the 
Executive Committee of the FIE, shall also be president of the Directoire Technique.  

 
o.79.1 and o.79.2 become o.78.1 and o.78.2 
o.79.3 becomes o.79 

 
 
o.81.2 

For Grand Prix and World Cup team competitions, 7 referees, proposed by the 
Refereeing Commission and in consultation with the organisers, will be 
designated by the Executive Committee, and delegations will not have to provide 
any referees. These 7 referees will be at the expense of the organisers, who will in 
return keep the entry fees.   

 
 
o.81.3 

Should a national federation not provide the required number of referees, a fine 
(cf. o.86, table of financial penalties and fines) will be inflicted on it if it has 
notified the fact 15 days in advance. This fine is doubled if there was no 
notification 15 days in advance.  
 
This fine must be paid by the delegation to the organisers so that they are able to 
arrange for other referees to replace those missing as necessary.  
 
This fine reverts to the FIE if the organisers do not arrange the presence of 
replacement international referees, who may be from the organising country.  
 
If a national federation does not pay this fine, it must reduce the participation of its 
fencers in conformity with the quotas (cf. o.81.1 above).  
 
The Supervisor must ensure the proper application of this article. 

 
 
Deleted: 

 
o.82.2 c)  

 
Each Team World Cup competition is run throughout by direct elimination and all 
places in the table up to 16th place will be fought for. From 17th place onwards teams 
will be classified according to their initial place in the table.  

 
o.82.2 d) becomes o.82.2 c) 
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o.82.3  

Participation 
 
Team participation is open to all countries and limited to one team per weapon per 
country. 

 
 
o.83.1  

1 Individual World rankings 
 

c) For both Open and Junior rankings, the ranking is kept permanently up to date. 
The competition in the current year cancels out the corresponding competition in 
the previous year, and the points allocated for a competition cancel out the points 
attributed at the same competition in the previous season. If a competition does not 
take place in the current season, the points obtained at the same competition in the 
previous season are deleted on the anniversary of the competition.  
 
e) After each competition which is taken into account to establish the ranking, 
this is updated automatically after verification of the results by the FIE.  

 
 
o.86  Table of financial penalties and fines 
 
 
 

 
Article 

 
Amount 

 
Date of payment 

 
To be 

paid to 

 
By whom 

 
Entry to World 

Championships after 
closing date 

 
o.53.3 

 
150 euros per 

entry 

 
With the entry 

 
FIE 

 
By the 

National 
Federation 

 
 

Entry to other FIE 
competitions after closing 

date  

 
o.54.4 

 
150 euros per 

entry 

 
With the entry 

 
FIE 

 
By the 

National 
Federation 

 
If a fencer or team duly 

entered does not turn up  

 
o.31.4,  
o.33.3, 
o.54.5 

 
750 CHF or 500 
Euros per fencer 

or team 

 
On receipt of 

notification of the 
fine 

 
FIE 

 
By the 

National 
Federation 

 
Participation of a fencer or 
team not properly entered 

 
o.54.6 

 
1500 CHF or 

1000 euros per 
improper 

participation 

 
On receipt of 

notification of the 
fine 

 
FIE 

 
By the 

organiser 

 
Required number of 

referees not respected 
(organisers informed 15 

days in advance) 

 
o.81.3 

 
750 CHF or 500 

Euros per 
referee 

 
At the same time 

as the 
information is 

sent to the 
organiser  

 
Organiser 

 
By the 

National 
Federation 

 

 
Required number of 

referees not respected 
(organisers informed less 
than 15 days in advance)  

 
 

o.81.3 

 
 

1500 CHF or 
1000 Euros per 

referee 

 
At the same time 

as the 
information is 

sent to the 
organiser 

 
 
 

Organiser 

 
 

By the 
National 

Federation 
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3.2 AMENDMENTS TO THE TECHNICAL RULES 
 
 
t.21.1.  

Displacing the target and ducking are allowed even if during the action the unarmed 
hand or the knee of the back leg comes into contact with the piste. 

 
 

t.42 
 

1. As soon as the bout has stopped, the Referee briefly analyses the movements which 
composed the last fencing phrase.  

 
After reaching his decision regarding the materiality of a hit, the Referee, by applying 
the rules, decides which fencer was hit, whether both were hit (épée), or whether 
there was no valid hit (cf. t.55ss, t.64ss, t.74ss). 

 
 

2.  VIDEO-REFEREEING 
 

a) Video-refereeing is compulsory at all 3 weapons at Grand Prix, World Cup team 
competitions, the World Championships, Zonal Championships, and qualification 
events for the Olympic Games.  
 

i) For Grand Prix competitions, video-refereeing is compulsory and must be used 
as soon as the timetable allows the competition to be run on only 4 pistes, and in 
any case from the table of 64.  
 
ii) For World Cup team competitions, video-refereeing is compulsory from the table 
of 32 onwards, including the matches for 3rd place but excluding the other ranking 
matches.  
 
iii) For individual and team competitions of the open World Championships, 
video-refereeing is obligatory from the beginning of the competition 
onwards. 8 pistes equipped for video-refereeing are thus necessary.  

 
b) Appeals 
 

i) In individual events, the fencer has:  
 in pools which the video-refereeing system is used, one possible appeal 

during each bout; 
 in direct elimination bouts, two possible appeals.  

 
Should the referee agree with the fencer who appealed for the video-
refereeing the latter is entitled to retain the right of appeal.   

 
ii) In team events, the fencers have one possible right to appeal to the video-
refereeing per relay and they are entitled to retain this right should the referee 
agree with the appeal.  
 
iii) In the case of an appeal for video-refereeing, the referee will walk over to the 
refereeing delegate, they will watch the video together and after consultation with 
the delegate, the referee will give his final decision.  

 
c) At conventional weapons, when both lamps are lit, the referee must consult his 
monitor before making a decision.  
 
d) If the fencers’ scores are  equal at the end of the match, for the decisive hit, the 
referee must use the video-refereeing and walk over to the refereeing delegate. They 
will examine the video together and, after consulting the delegate, the referee will give 
his final decision without the possibility of consulting the video again.  
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e) The last action will be replayed on the referee’s and the refereeing delegate’s 
monitors, first at the real speed and then in slow motion, at 20%.  
 
f) The refereeing delegate may at any time request that the referee review his 
decision.  
 
g) Following a request by one of the fencers to check the video, the decision given is 
final and his opponent cannot ask for the same action to be reviewed again.  
 
h) The person(s) monitoring the referees’ decisions do not have to be members of 
the Refereeing Commission. For the World Championships, the refereeing delegate in 
charge will designate this or these person(s). For “Grand Prix” competitions, the 
delegate from the Refereeing Commission will designate this or these persons.   

 
 

Deleted: 
t.70.4  

 
Point hits which slip over the valid target, or cuts which merely brush the opponent’s 
target (passé hits) do not count.  

 
t.70.5 and t.70.6 become t.70.4 and t.70.5 

 
 
 

3.3 AMENDMENTS TO THE MATERIAL RULES 
 
 
m.32.5 

In addition, the electrical resistance in this wire (between crocodile clip and 
crocodile clip or crocodile clip and soldering) must not exceed 1 ohm.  

 
 
m.33.4  

The conductive tissue (lamé) must satisfy the specified control conditions (cf 
m.28.5).  
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and a work group of the Commission will review it and the Disciplinary Codes of other 
International Federations and prepare a new Code for review by the Congress. 
Disciplinary Rules (included in the Statutes or outside them in a new 

code) must always be under the control of Congress to approve any 

modification or change. 
 
 
CHAPTER IX - LICENCES 
 
 
9.1 LICENCES 
 
9.1.8  A referee can obtain from the FIE, through the intermediary of his national Federation or 

the national Federation of the country where he has been residing for more than three 
years, an international licence, which will specify the nationality of the referee. 

PROPOSAL: consider replacing with: A referee who has been residing for more than three years in a 
country other than that of his nationality can obtain  from the FIE a licence carrying the 
attribution “FIE” in place of that of his nationality.a)  A National Federation can obtain a 
license for a referee who is a citizen of the such country and whose license will specify 
the nationality of the referee. 

 b)  A National Federation can obtain a license for a referee who is not a citizen of such 
country, but who has been a resident in such country for more than three (3) years and 
whose license will specify the nationality of the referee as FIE. 

 
Legal Commission is in agreement with the concept put forth by the Executive Committee but feels 
the modified language accomplishes the result sought in clearer language.  The referee having the 
license with the designation FIE has two nationalities for whom s/he cannot referee and this 
designation will put the organizing committee on notice of such issue. 
 

 
CHAPTER X - COMPETITIONS 
 
 
 
10.2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, ALL CATEGORIES 
 
10.2.1 Candidatures for a World Championship 
 

a) Each year, requests to undertake the organisation of the World Championships for 
the following years, accompanied by a file describing the technical and financial 
circumstances of the candidature, must reach the administrative office of the F.I.E. three 
years before the organising of the competition. These requests are to be placed on the 
agenda of the Congress or General Assembly and must arrive within the time limit laid 
down by the F.I.E. Statutes for inclusion thereon.  

PROPOSAL: replace “the administrative office” with “the Head office”. 
Legal Commission is in favour. 
 
10.3 THE OPEN WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
10.3.4          

The rules of the I.O.C. with regard to defining the Olympic athlete and to the prohibition 
of political, racial or religious discrimination must be enforced at the Olympic Games. 

PROPOSAL: insert the phrase at the beginning of article 10.3.4 and in the end add the words: “and all 
FIE official competitions.”  
 

Legal Commission is in favour. 
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CHAPTER XI -  HONORARY AWARDS OF THE F.I.E. 

 
 
PROPOSAL: rename the chapter into “Titles and Awards Conferred by the Congress” 
 
PROPOSAL: to delete Articles 11.2.1, 11.3 and 11.4 from this chapter and include in the 
Federation’s Administrative Rules. 
 
Legal Commission is in favour.  

Hungarian Fencing Federation 
 
Proposal 1 
 

Clause proposed to be modified  Proposed Modification of the 
Hungarian Fencing Federation 

Motivation  

1.5.9. 
“Presiding will always be conducted in 
French.” 

“Presiding will always be conducted in 
French or English.” 

Since English – being also a 
working language of the FIE - is 
the most popular common 
language spoken among the FIE 
members we propose to modify 
this clause. 

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur 
Legal Commission is against.  
 
Proposal 2 
 

3.3.3. 
“Proxies and Mandates 
a) The right to vote at General 
Assembly or Congress can be 
delegated to another federation or 
Member of Honour...” 
 

We propose to delete 3.3.3. and by this 
amendment of the Statutes not allowing 
the right to vote to be delegated to another 
federation or to a Member of Honour. 

We propose to allow voting only for 
member federations who are 
effectively represented at General 
Assemblies or Congresses in order 
to give the decision making power 
to the member federations who are 
indeed committed towards our 
sport’s matters and also to avoid 
manipulating the decision making 
procedure by using the “ghost” 
federations. 

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur 
Legal Commission is against.  
 
 

Italian Fencing Federation 
 
Note: Changes are highlighted in yellow. 
 
Proposal 
 

Current Text  Proposed Text  
1.6 FINANCIAL RESOURCES  
 
The financial resources of the F.I.E. consists of: 
1) Federations’ subscriptions 
2) Licence fees 
3) Entry fees for the World Championships 
4) Fees for the organisation of competitions 
5)Television rights 

ADD 
 
1.7 REGULATING LAW AND PLACE OF JUSTICE 
The substantial regulating law is determined where 
the FIE has its official headquarters. 
Each Member Federation agrees to entrust the ruling 
of controversies arising between the Federations or 
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6) Such other resources as may be developed 
The amounts of the fees above (items 1 to 4) are 
determined by the Executive Committee and approved by 
the General Assembly for the following season. 

against the FIE and regarding associate life to an 
Arbitration Commission, unless they fall within the 
specific remit of another legal body in the Rules. 
Three arbitrators will be nominated, one for each party 
and the third by common agreement between both 
parties or, in case of a disagreement, by the President 
of the IOC upon the appeal of the interested party. 
The seat of Arbitration shall be in Lausanne. 
The Arbitrators will decide fairly. 

 
Motivation : Clarification 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur, because the statutory appeals body is 
the CAS  
Legal Commission is against.  CAS is appropriate le gal body.  Other issues alluded to by 
proposal will be handled by revised Disciplinary Co de. The Legal Commission will analyse 

in a working group the possibility of submitting to Arbitration different issues in 

addition to disciplinary matters. 
 
Proposal 
 

2.2 RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS  
 
2.2.1 Rights and duties of member Federations 
a)  Each member Federation has the right to vote in the 
General Assemblies and Congresses of the F.I.E. 
b) Each member Federation has the right to present its 
candidates for the different bodies of the F.I.E. (see chapter 
4). 
They also have the right to draw up proposals which may 
be submitted to the Congress (see chapter 3). 
c) The Presidents of all the member federations are 
recognised as delegates of the F.I.E. in their respective 
countries.  
They represent the President of the F.I.E. in all international 
events of their respective federation every time that the 
President himself or his delegate is unable to attend. 
d) Each member federation is under an obligation to ensure 
on its territory respect for the rules of the F.I.E. when events 
are organised under its auspices. 
e) Furthermore each member federation must ensure that 
its own Statutes do not clash with the Fundamental Rules in 
these Statutes (cf.2.1.1). 
2.2.2 Rights and duties of Members of Honour 
a) The Members of Honour of the F.I.E. are present by right 
at the Congresses and General Assemblies of the F.I.E.   
If they are not delegated by their national federations, they 
can make proposals, but they only have an advisory (non-
voting) role.  
b) They also have the right to be present at the meetings of 
all the Commissions of the F.I.E., but in an advisory 
capacity only. 
2.2.3 Rights and duties of Patrons. 
This title is purely honorary. 
 

2.2 RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS  
 
2.2.1 Rights and duties of member Federations 
a) Each Member Federation is granted the right to vote 
after being affiliated to the FIE for at least a full calendar 
year on the date of the celebration of the General Assembly 
or the Congress and having participated over the previous 
24 months with at least two athletes in a competition 
recognized by the FIE in the Senior, Junior, Cadet and 
Veteran categories, and more precisely in the: 

- Olympic Games 
- World Championships 
- Continental Championships 
- Continental Zonal Championships officially 

recognized by the FIE 
b) Each member Federation has the right to vote in the 
General Assemblies and Congresses of the F.I.E. 
c) Each member Federation has the right to present its 
candidates for the different bodies of the F.I.E. (see chapter 
4). 
They also have the right to draw up proposals which may 
be submitted to the Congress (see chapter 3). 
d) The Presidents of all the member federations are 
recognised as delegates of the F.I.E. in their respective 
countries.  
They represent the President of the F.I.E. in all international 
events of their respective federation every time that the 
President himself or his delegate is unable to attend. 
e) Each member federation is under an obligation to ensure 
on its territory respect for the rules of the F.I.E. when events 
are organised under its auspices. 
f) Furthermore each member federation must ensure that its 
own Statutes do not clash with the Fundamental Rules in 
these Statutes (cf.2.1.1). 
2.2.2 Rights and duties of Members of Honour 
a) The Members of Honour of the F.I.E. are present by right 
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at the Congresses and General Assemblies of the F.I.E.   
If they are not delegated by their national federations, they 
can make proposals, but they only have an advisory (non-
voting) role.  
b) They also have the right to be present at the meetings of 
all the Commissions of the F.I.E., but in an advisory 
capacity only. 
2.2.3 Rights and duties of Patrons. 
This title is purely honorary. 
 

 
 
Motivation: To restrict the right to vote to the federations which are really active. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur 
Legal Commission is against.  This rule would discr iminate against new, poor, developmental 
federations or federations that had significant vis a issues.  
 
 
 
 
Proposal 
 
 
 

2.3 ZONAL CONFEDERATIONS  
 
In order that a confederation be recognized by the FIE, it is 
necessary that their statutes provide that the President of 
the FIE is an ex-officio member of their executive 
committee. As such, he has the right to vote.   
 
2.3.1 The F.I.E. will allow some member federations to 
group themselves according to geographic areas into 
"Confederations" in order to control relationships which they 
think they can usefully establish among themselves  
(1) Footnote: Zonal Confederations as in 1999.   
 
2.3.2 These Zonal Confederations  may only include 
member federations. The Zonal Confederations are not, 
themselves, members of the F.I.E.   
 
2.3.3 They may have no rules or statutes contrary to 
those of the F.I.E. In the case of disagreement in the 
interpretation of the Statutes and Rules of the F.I.E. and 
those of a Zonal Confederation, those of the F.I.E. have 
priority. 
 
2.3.4 They may ask to be recognized by the first F.I.E. 
Congress that follows their formation, after submission of 
their Statutes. 
 
2.3.5 Zonal Confederations may choose whatever 
language they like as official language for their internal 
relations. 

2.3 CONTINENTAL AND ZONAL CONFEDERATIONS  
 
2.3.1 The FIE will allow some member federations to group 
themselves into “Continental Confederations” in order to 
control relationships which they think they can usefully 
establish among themselves. 
2.3.2 The FIE will moreover allow Member Federations 
connected by their nature, culture, history or geographic 
area to group into “Continental Zonal Confederations”. 
2.3.3 Zonal Confederations and Continental Zonal 
Confederations may ask to be recognized by the first F.I.E. 
Congress that follows their formation, after submission of 
their Statutes.  
2.3.4 In order that a Confederation be recognized by the 
FIE, it is necessary that their statutes provide that the 
President of the FIE is an ex-officio member of their 
executive committee. As such, he has the right to vote. 
2.3.5 All the CONFEDERATIONS have their own Statutes 
and Rules, but they may have no rules or statutes contrary 
to those of the F.I.E. In the case of disagreement in the 
interpretation of the Statutes and Rules of the F.I.E. and 
those of a Confederation, those of the F.I.E. have priority. 
2.3.6 The Member Federations of the FIE with 
headquarters on each continent can be grouped into 5 
Continental Confederations:  
Europe, Asia, America, Africa and Oceania.  
2.3.7 The President of the FIE is an ex-officio member of 
the Executive Committees of each of the five Continental 
Confederations and, as such, he has the right to vote. 
2.3.8 The Presidents of the five Continental Zonal 
Confederations are ex-officio members of the Executive 
Committee of the FIE and, as such, they have the right to 
vote.  
2.3.9 The Continental Zonal Confederations may choose 
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whatever language they like as official language for their 
internal relations.  
Official documents sent to the FIE will be written in French. 
 

 
Motivation : For ease of reading after the modifications of the last Assembly and to distinguish 
between the different levels of Confederations. 
 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: The Committ ee wishes to have the opinion of the 
Legal Commission before giving its view  
Legal Commission is against.  This would lead to ch aos, with countries belonging to multiple 
confederations.  The President of the FIE would be requested to be at a multitude of meetings.  
There is no benefit shown to have these confederati ons recognized by the FIE.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposal 
 

3.1 MEETINGS 
 
3.1.1 The General Assemblies of the F.I.E are held at the 
venue of the World Junior Championships on date(s) 
decided by the F.I.E. Executive Committee. 
3.1.2 a) Congresses, for their part, are held in the last four 
months of the odd-numbered years. 
b) The Elective Congress is held during the Olympic year. 
c) An extraordinary Congress may be convened if the 
Executive Committee so proposes, or at the request of at 
least 50 % of member Federations. The expenses incurred 
by the organisation of this Congress are paid by the FIE. 
d) The place and the date of a congress is established by 
the Executive Committee in a city offering convenient air 
and rail links as well as lodging opportunities. 

3.1 MEETINGS 
 
3.1.1 The General Assemblies of the F.I.E are held at the 
venue of the World Junior Championships on the date(s) 
decided by the F.I.E. Executive Committee. 
3.1.2 
a) The Congress is held during the second year after the 
Olympic year.  
b) The Elective Congress is held within six months from the 
end of the Olympic Games. 
c) An extraordinary Congress may be convened if the 
Executive Committee so proposes, or at the request of at 
least 50% of member Federations. The expenses incurred 
by the organisation of this Congress are paid by the FIE.  
d) The place and the date of a congress is established by 
the Executive Committee in a city offering convenient air 
and rail links as well as lodging opportunities.  

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 
The Legal Commission is against this proposal and in favour the Argentina’s proposal number 3 as 

amended by the Legal Commission. 
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Proposal 
 

3.2 ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND OF THE  
CONGRESS 
 
3.2.1 Each year the General Assembly receives the reports 
on the management of the Executive Committee and on 
the operational and financial situation of the Federation,  
the report on the accounts for the financial year that has 
ended and the report of the auditors. It approves the 
amounts of the fees listed in article 1.6, items 1) to 4) 
determined by the Executive Committee for the following 
season. 
It votes on the provisional budget.  
It approves the report of the auditors. 
Should the accounts for the financial year that has ended 
not be approved by the auditors, the President and the 
Executive Committee are dismissed from their positions. 
The General Assembly appoints professional auditors as 
auditors for a period of one year, which can be renewed 

3.2 ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND OF THE  
CONGRESS 
 
3.2.1. Each year the General Assembly or Congress (if the 
Argentinean modified proposal gains acceptance) approves 
the reports on the management of the Executive Committee 
and on the operational and financial situation of the 
Federation, the report on the accounts for the financial year 
that has ended and the report of the auditors. 
A failed approval entails the resignation of the Executive 
Committee.  
It approves the amounts of the fees listed in article 1.6, 
items 1) to 4) determined by the Executive Committee for 
the following season.  
It votes on the provisional budget. 
It approves the  positive report of the auditors. 
Should the accounts for the financial year that has ended 
not be approved by the auditors, the President and the 
Executive Committee are dismissed from their positions. 
The General Assembly appoints professional auditors as 
auditors for a period of one year, which can be renewed. 
 
Legal Commission is in favour of the Italian proposal as 
modified.  The failure of the Congress or General Assembly 
to approve the financial report could be politically motivated 
and should not require the Executive Committee to resign.  
The failure of the auditors to approve the accounts is 
already grounds for the Executive Committee to resign.  A 

working group of the Legal Commission will 

study the possibility of a political reprobation 

(“impeachment” or “Censure Motion”) for 

improper behaviors of officers and members of 

the Executive Commission or the Commissions. 
 
Motivation:  Logical 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposal 
 

3.2.2 
The Congress alone is competent to rule on acquisitions, 
exchanges and sale of real estate, on undertaking 
mortgages, long term leases (more than 9 years) and loans 
which are intended to underwrite the F.I.E. 
 

3.2.2. The Congress:  
 
a) establishes, controls and steers the general policy of 

the F.I.E.;  
b) determines the modifications to be made to the 

Statutes; 
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3.2.3 The Congress establishes, controls and steers the 
general policy of the F.I.E.  It determines the modifications 
to be made to the Statutes, the Rules for the competitions. 
It has the power to pronounce the dissolution of the F.I.E. 
 
3.2.3 The Congress establishes, controls and steers the 
general policy of the F.I.E.  It determines the modifications 
to be made to the Statutes, the Rules for the competitions. 
It has the power to pronounce the dissolution of the F.I.E. 

c) decides the admission of new Federations to the FIE; 
d) recognises the formation of Continental Zonal 

Confederations; 
e) confers the title of Member of Honour and Patron of 

the FIE; 
f) alone is competent to rule on acquisitions, exchanges 

and sale of real estate, on undertaking mortgages, 
long term leases (more than 9 years) and loans which 
are intended to underwrite the FIE; 

g) has the power to pronounce the dissolution of the 
F.I.E.  

 
3.2.3 The Elective Congress elects the President of the FIE, 
the members of the Executive Committee and the members 
of the permanent Commissions. 

 
Motivation :  Clarification 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: The Committ ee wishes to have the opinion of the 
Legal Commission before giving its view  
Legal Commission is against the proposal.  It does not feel it clarifies the existing language, it 
omits important items currently in existence and du plicates items contained in other sections.   
The Legal Commission is not in favour of a limiting  listing of the Congresses competences 
only a reference to categories.  The Congress is th e supreme body of the FIE and can, within 
the rules of due process and the IOC dictates, cont rol the operation of the FIE.  
 
 
 
Proposal 
 

 
3.3.2 When a Member Federation has not fulfilled its 
financial obligations towards the F.I.E. one month before 
the opening day of the Congress or General Assembly, 
such Member Federation will be prohibited from being 
represented at the said Congress or General Assembly and 
from voting, unless exception has been made for a valid 
reason and accepted by the Executive Committee. 
 

 
3.3.2 When a Member Federation has not fulfilled its 
financial obligations towards the F.I.E. 30 days 
(documenting the payment made) before the opening day 
of the Congress or General Assembly, such Member 
Federation will be prohibited from being represented at the 
said Congress or General Assembly and from voting, 
except for cases of ‘force majeure’ duly justified and 
accepted by the Executive Committee. 

 

Motivation: Set amount of time and precision. 
 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
Legal Commission is in favor of the Executive Commi ttee proposal as modified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposal 
 

3.3.3 Proxies and mandates  
a) The right to vote at a General Assembly or Congress can 
be delegated to another federation or a Member of Honour. 
This proxy must be signed by the President of the member 
federation, and the mandate can be imperative for all 
statutory modifications. 

3.3.3 Proxies and mandates  
a) The right to vote at a General Assembly or Congress can 
be delegated to another federation or a Member of Honour.  
The right to vote cannot be delegated to the President of 
the FIE and the Members of the Executive Committee. 
This proxy must be signed by the President of the member 
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In no instance may a proxy agent have more than one 
mandate for another member federation. 

federation, and the mandate can be imperative for all 
statutory modifications. 
In no instance may a proxy agent have more than one 
mandate for another member federation.  

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur 
Legal Commission is against the proposal.  
 
 
Proposal 
 

3.4.1 All proposals must reach the administrative office of 
the 
F.I.E. eight months before the date established for the next 
Congress. 
Any proposal reaching the administrative office after this 
date cannot be put on the agenda. 

3.4.1 All proposals must reach the administrative office of 
the 
F.I.E. six months before the date established for the next 
Congress. 
Any proposal reaching the administrative office after this 
date cannot be put on the agenda. 

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
Legal Commission is in favor of the Executive Commi ttee proposal.  
 
 
Proposal 
 

4.3.1To be candidate to the Executive Committee a person 
must hold a licence from his Member Federation except for 
Members of Honour, be at least 21 years of age on the date 

of 
the elections and enjoy the full civic rights of the country to 
which he belongs. 
Besides, a candidate to the Executive Committee must be 
able to understand and speak one of the three working 
languages of the FIE and it is desirable that he should be 
able to understand and speak one of the two other working 
languages. 
A member of the Executive Committee, elected as such, 
cannot be president of a zonal confederation or member of 
a commission. 
Being a member of the Executive Committee is 
incompatible with the national roles of technical director, 
referee, chief  of delegation and team captain. 

4.3.1To be candidate to the Executive Committee a person 
must hold a licence from his Member Federation except for 
Members of Honour, be at least 21 years of age on the date 

of 
the elections and enjoy the full civic rights of the country to 
which he belongs. 
Besides, a candidate to the Executive Committee must be 
able to understand and speak one of the three working 
languages of the FIE and it is desirable that he should be 
able to understand and speak one of the two other working 
languages. 
A member of the Executive Committee, elected as such, 
cannot be president of a Continental confederation or 
member of a commission. 
 

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour  
Legal Commission is against this proposal.  Unless the Italian proposal to change 2.3 is 
passed, the Continental confederation will remain a s the Zonal confederation. And that appears 
to be the only proposed change.  
 
 
 
Proposal 
 

4.3.2 If a candidate for the Executive Committee withdraws 
before an election, only his Member Federation may 
present another candidate. 
 
4.3.3 For the election to the Executive Committee the 15 
members who have obtained the most votes are elected, 
provided they are of different nationalities. 

4.3.2 If a candidate for the Executive Committee 
withdraws before an election, only his Member 
Federation may present another candidate. 
 
4.3.3 For the election to the Executive Committee the 
15 members who have obtained the most votes are 
elected,provided they are of different nationalities. 
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4.3.4 As about 20% of the elected members must be 
women, if the 15 members who have obtained the most 
votes do not include 3 women, the Executive Committee 
will consist of the first 12 members elected and the 3 
women candidates for the Executive Committee who have 
obtained the greatest number of votes. 
If one or several of the women selected is of the same 
nationality as one of the first 12 men elected, she (or they) 
will be stood down in favour of the next woman of a 
nationality not already represented. 
If no woman has offered herself as candidate, or if the 
woman or women identified in accordance with the above 
process are of the same nationality as the 12 men of 
different nationalities with the greatest number of votes, the 
15 men of different nationalities with the greatest number of 
votes are elected. 
 
 

 
4.3.4 As women are entitled to represent about 20% 
of the elected members, if the 15 members who have 
obtained the most votes do not include 3 women, the 
Executive Committee will consist of the first 12 
members elected and the 3 women candidates for the 
Executive Committee who have obtained the greatest 
number of votes. 
If one or several of the women selected is of the same 
nationality as one of the first 12 men elected, she (or 
they) will be stood down in favour of the next woman 
of a nationality not already represented. 
If no woman has offered herself as candidate, or if the 
woman or women identified in accordance with the 
above process are of the same nationality as the 12 
men of different nationalities with the greatest number 
of votes, the 15 men of different nationalities with the 
greatest number of votes are elected. 

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur, but in favour of its own proposal  
Legal Commission is in favor of the Executive Commi ttee proposal as modified.  The term 
“entitle to represent about” is limiting.  The prop er language should be “must represent at 
least”, thereby allowing more than that percentage to be elected if the Congress so wishes.  
 
 
Proposal 
 

4.4.3  
For the elections to the permanent commissions, the 10 
candidates with the most votes are elected subject to the 
fact that they must be of different nationalities. 
 
 
 

4.4.3  
For the elections to the permanent commissions, the 10 
candidates with the most votes are elected subject to the 
fact that they must be of different nationalities. 
The Continental Confederations made up of at least 10 
Federations will be entitled to at least two places in each 
Commission, according to the candidatures presented.  

 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: Not in favo ur 
Legal Commission is against this proposal. The Comm ission is against the Continental 
Confederations and even if that proposal were to pa ss, this proposal is unworkable since there 
could be more confederations entitled to places on the Commissions than there are spaces on 
the Commissions.  
 
 
Proposal 
 

5.2.4 In addition, the President in office of each of the five 
geographic zones is an ex-officio member with full rights of 
the Executive Committee of the FIE. As such, he has the 
right to vote.  The five zones are the following: Africa, 
America, Asia, Europe and Oceania. 

 
delete  
 

 
Motivation: Repetition (see Art. 2.39) 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: The Committ ee wishes to have the opinion of the 
Legal Commission before giving its view  
The Legal Commission is against this proposal, beca use it is against the proposal of the Italian 
Federation to 2.3.  There is no current 2.39.  It i s only created by the Italian proposal.  
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Proposal 
 

7.1.4 Penalties 
g) Accessory penalties. Accessory penalties can be 
pronounced in addition to the principal penalty. This can be: 
- prohibition of presenting oneself in certain places for a 
defined term; 
- ineligibility in national and international authorities; or 
- loss of a title or award. 
The penalties will be published on the FIE website and in 
the official magazine of the FIE. 

7.1.4 Sanctions 
g) Accessory penalties. Accessory penalties can be 
pronounced in addition to the principal penalty . This can 
be: 
- prohibition of presenting oneself in certain places for a 
defined term; 
- ineligibility in national and international authorities; or 
- loss of a title or award. 
The penalties will be published on the FIE website in the 
official magazine of the FIE.  

 
Motivation: Privacy 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: The Committ ee wishes to have the opinion of the 
Legal Commission before giving its view, but see th e proposal of the Executive Committee 
regarding the chapter 7.  
Legal Commission is against this proposal.  Charges  should not be published b ut penalties 
must be published.  How else will other federations  know if someone is to be excluded from a 
competition?  
 
 

Ukrainian Fencing Federation 

 
Proposal 1 
 
1.4 FINANCIAL YEAR 
The financial year is a twelve month period from October 1st to September 30th. 
 
Change for:  
 
1.4 FINANCIAL YEAR 
The financial year is a twelve month period from January 1st to December 31th. 
Motivation:  to synchronize the financial year with calendar year. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour a nd identical to its own proposal.  
The Legal Commission is against this proposal and in favour the Argentina’s proposal number 3 as 

amended by the Legal Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dates of the World Championships 

 
Executive Committee 

 
A working group has been created for the study of the proposals regarding the dates of the World 
Championships and the modification of the calendar. 
 
10.3.1 General Rules 
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The official championships called "Open World Championships"  are held annually, in 
principle between the 1st of October and the 15th of November under the auspices of 
the F.I.E. 

PROPOSAL: to consider the organisation of senior WC  in Autumn (in principal 15 September – 

15 November)  

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
10.4 JUNIOR AND CADET WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
10.4.1 General Rules 

The Junior and Cadet World Championships are held every year, during the first two 
weeks of April, under the auspices of the FIE. 

PROPOSAL: the organisation of cadet and junior WC r emains in April 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 

 
 

France 
 
Junior World Championships: at the beginning of April 
 
Cancellation of the cadet World Championships. 
 
Senior World Championships: mid-October. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
 
 

Germany 
 
World Championships: 
Implementation at an earlier date (august) 
 
Reason:  
The Championships are the high point at the end of the actual season. Longer period for preparation 
after the world championships respectively a longer period for implementation of worldcup 
tournaments. 
 
Cadets World Championships  
Cancelling of this event  
 
Reason:   
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Taking into consideration that the development of fencers lasts a long period of time, the competition 
highest point for cadet fencers should be in their continents 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
 
 
Hungary 
 
“General Rules 
The official championships called “Open World Championships” are held annually, in principle 
between the 15th of June and the 31st of July under the auspices of the FIE.” 
 
Motivation. 
Fencing is on the Agenda of the Summer Games, the WC has been organised for decades during the 
Summer. It has been changed in order to draw more attention but obviously this modification has not 
changed anything. 
We propose to schedule the WC during the summer also taken into consideration the school season. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
 
 
Russia 
 

1. Dates of World Championship 1 – 10 August. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
 
 
Ukraine  
 
Proposition II  
 
10.3.1 General Rules 
The official championships called "Open World Championships" are held annually, in principle 
between the 1st of October and the 15th of November under the auspices of the F.I.E. 
 
Change for: 
 
10.3.1 General Rules 
The official championships called "Open World Championships" are held annually, in principle 
between the 1st of September and the 20th of September under the auspices of the F.I.E. 
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Motivation: in order not to have a long break between competitions in july-september. 
 
Opinion of the FIE Executive Committee: In favour o f its own proposal  
 

Legal Commission has no opinion.  The establishment  of dates for the World Championships 

is not within the competence of this Commission.  
 
 
The Legal Commission has established work groups  t o review and report back on the 
following subjects:  
 
1.Code of Ethics  
2. Disciplinary Code, including concept of actions against the FIE  or between federations as 
suggested by the Italian Federation  
3. Members of Honor, Vice Presidents of Honor and P residents of Honor.  What are the criteria?  
Who should nominate and select?  What are their rig hts and duties?  
4.  Duties and responsibilities of the Executive Co mmittee and members of Commissions; 
removal of members who fail to meet their obligatio ns. Refine the duties of the Executive 
Committee and the Bureau.  
5. Issue of elected members of the Executive Commit tee being from the same country as 
Confederation members of the Executive Committee.  Define the place of the Confederation  
within the structure of the FIE.  What should be th eir rights and duties?  
6.  How should we deal with 2.1.1 regarding the min imum numbers of fencers required to 
become and remain a federation and have a vote?  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:  
 
Marco Antonio Rioja Perez, President of the Commiss ion  
Samuel David Cheris, Vice-President of the Commissi on 



Minutes of the FIE Medical Commission Meeting 
May 23-24, 2009 

Hotel de la Paix, Lausanne, Switzerland 
Submitted by Peter Harmer (AUS), Recording Secretary 

  
Members present: Wilfried Wolfgarten (GER; President), George Ruijsch van Dugteren (NED), 
Catherine Defoligny-Renault (FRA), Clare Halsted (GBR), Peter Harmer (AUS), Maha Mustafa 
Mourad (EGY), Antonio Fiore (ITA), Ryszard Szczepanski (POL) 
 
Absent: Davood Reza Shafaat (IRI), Jeno Kamuti (HUN) 
 
Ex-officio: Ana Pascu, MH (Executive Committee liaison) (ROU) 
 
Ex-officio: Natalie Mills (Anti-doping coordinator; FIE office liaison) 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:05am on Saturday, June 23, 2009, by Commission President 
Wolfgarten (GER), who began by thanking van Dugteren (NED) for his leadership of the 
Medical Commission over the previous Olympic quadrennium. 
 

Summary of decisions and recommendations  
of the 2009 Medical Commission meeting  

(details of discussions related to each item, as well as additional issues, are presented at the end 
of this section) 

 
A) Safety: 
Action item: The Medical Commission supports the proposals of Pascu (ROM) to limit the 
number and location of points events (world cups, zonal competitions) in the interests of the 
athletes’ health. This point was also raised in the previous (2007) Medical Commission meeting. 
 
Action item: A special advisory from the Medical Commission will be forwarded to COMEX 
for coaches, parents and athletes reiterating the necessity of ensuring that plastrons and masks 
are always worn – even in warm-up, lessons and practice. This specification must be included in 
rules for training and pre-competition preparation. Also request joint meeting with the Rules 
Commission to clarify this problem. This point was also raised in the previous (2007) Medical 
Commission meeting. 
 
Action item: COMEX is requested to support dissemination of the work of the Medical 
Commission (investigations, reports and recommendations) by providing a location on the FIE 
website and facilitating publication in Escrime. This point was also raised in the previous (2007) 
Medical Commission meeting. 
 
Action item: FIE is requested to direct all National Federations to set up a mechanism for 
reporting any death or major traumatic injury in practice or competition in their country to the 
Medical Commission. Confer with Halsted (GBR) or Harmer (AUS) for systems currently in 
place. 
 



Action item: The FIE must develop a death investigation protocol. (i) The Medical Commission 
president must be informed immediately the FIE is notified of a death or catastrophic injury on 
the piste and (ii) a Medical Commission delegate must be sent to investigate in a timely manner. 
 
Action item: FIE is to direct all competition software suppliers and developers to include 
commands to indicate in the results when an athlete abandons a competition because of injury. 
 
Action item: COMEX is requested to add the following items to Observer Reports: Section 5 
Medical – 5.1 Medical:  
 i) Did any athlete withdraw because of injury in this competition (yes/no) 
 ii) Name, nationality and email/telephone number of each athlete who withdrew because of 
injury. 
 
Action item: Participants in Veterans World C’ships must each have an individual and personal 
medical certificate from a medical professional indicating clearance for the athlete to participate 
in vigorous physical activity. A sample document will be provided by the Medical Commission 
(Halsted – GBR) to be distributed to National Federations. 
 
Action item: A short article explaining and clarifying the intention and limits of the rule change 
for cramp will be sent to Escrime, Arbitrage Commission and the FIE website, and guidelines for 
adjudicating cramping will be added to the medical cahier des charges. 
 
Action item: Request COMEX to require that National Federations provide medical insurance 
for all athletes. 
 
Action item: Fiore (ITA) requests 100,000 euro to develop a video/dvd on work of the Medical 
Commission and the safety and health of fencing for distribution to National Federations and 
other organizations. 
 
B) Anti-Doping 
Action item: Proposal for establishing an independent anti-doping commission was not 
supported by the Commission and was withdrawn. However, the FIE Anti-Doping Commission 
has been established within the Medical Commission. Members for ’08-’12 are: van Dugteren 
(NED), Wolfgarten (GER), Halsted (GBR), Fiore (ITA), plus one legal consultant. 
 
Action item: Anti-doping educational outreach programme be continued at the 2009 World 
C’ships in Antalya and the 2010 Cadet/Junior World C’ships and the Youth Olympic Games, via 
financial support from the FIE. COMEX to coordinate with van Dugteren (NED). This point was 
also raised in the previous (2007) Medical Commission meeting. 
 
Action item: Anti-doping testing will not be compulsory for international cadet competitions 
(however organizers have the option of conducting tests if desired or required by other anti-
doping organizations or statutory bodies). COMEX is requested to implement the necessary steps 
for this information to be disseminated to National Federations. 
 



Action item: Testing (individual) at junior and senior world cups and world championships will 
change from the current protocol to consist of 2 per competition (1st place, plus one randomly 
chosen from the other 3 competitors in the final four). Testing (team) at world cups and world 
championships will consist of two (2) tests per competition - 1 randomly chosen from the 1st 
place team and one (total) randomly chosen from 2nd and 3rd place teams. In both cases 
(individual and team testing) organizers have the option of conducting additional tests if desired 
or required by other anti-doping organizations or statutory bodies. COMEX is requested to 
implement the necessary steps for this information to be disseminated to National Federations. 
 
Action item: To enhance the doping control programme, the FIE will perform a minimum of 12 
out of competition tests annually. The FIE registered testing pool will be reduced from 96 to 48. 
 
Action item: Changes are recommended for the Observer Reports related to doping control 
forms handling and submission to the FIE. New wording will be supplied to COMEX by van 
Dugteren (NED) and Mills (FIE). 
 
3) Administrative issues 
Action item: The Medical Commission supports the proposal by the French Federation to award 
medals to all members of a podium team at the Olympic Games. 
 
Action Item: The following delegate assignments are recommended to COMEX: 
i) 2009 Veterans World C’ships – Moscow: Szczepanski (POL) 
ii) 2009 World C’ships – Antalya: Mourad (EGY), Harmer (AUS) 
iii) 2010 Cadet & Junior World C’ships – Baku: Defoligny-Renault (FRA), Shafaat (IRI) 
iv) 2010 Youth Olympic Games – Singapore: van Dugteren (NED), TBA 
v) 2010 World C’ships – Paris: Kamuti (HUN), Fiore (ITA) 
vi) 2010 Veterans World C’ships – Netherlands Antilles: Harmer (AUS) 
vii) 2012 Olympic Games – London: Wolfgarten (GER), Halsted (GBR). 1st reserve: Harmer 

(AUS); 2nd reserve: Fiore (ITA) 
 
Action item: COMEX is requested to confirm Medical Commission delegate assignments no 
later than 6 weeks after the calendar is confirmed each season. Earlier notification is encouraged. 
 
Action item: Recommendation to COMEX that the Medical Commission be scheduled to meet 
at least one time per year to facilitate its work for the wellbeing of all fencers. This point was 
also raised in the previous (2007) Medical Commission meeting. 
 
4) Additional Recommendations and Action items not addressed by COMEX from the previous 
(2007) Medical Commission meeting  
Action item: Request for COMEX to assign an additional Medical Commission delegate (for a 
total of 3) to World C’ships (reasoning presented in Minutes of previous meeting). 
 
Action item: Request for COMEX to establish a Medical Commission budget for educational 
activities (medical symposium, educational outreach at competitions, etc) (reasoning presented in 
Minutes of previous meeting). 
 



Action item: Request for COMEX to assign a member of the Athletes Commission to attend 
Medical Commission meetings (reasoning presented in Minutes of previous meeting). 
 
Action item: Recommendation to Arbitrage Commission to inform referees to check screws in 
transparent visors (reasoning presented in Minutes of previous meeting). 
 
Action item: Request to COMEX and Arbitrage Commission to indicate to referees that priority 
of medical care of athletes on the piste should be given to the medical personnel of the athlete’s 
team (when available), rather that the medical team of the organizers, provided this does not 
unduly disrupt rapid resolution of the problem or the smooth running of the competition 
(reasoning presented in Minutes of previous meeting). 
 

Point-by-point report on discussions within the Medical Commission 
 
Report from COMEX by Pascu (ROU). Important issues – implementation of a specific anti-
doping group as listed in the administrative regulations; better dissemination of the work of the 
Medical Commission; clarification on the scheduling of Congress.  
 
Minutes of previous meeting reviewed – Important issues – review of implementation of the rule 
for bib as target in foil: at what age should this begin?  
 
Discussion of regulations for the safety of athletes prior to the beginning of competitions. It has 
been noted that many athletes and coaches are not using masks or other protective equipment 
during warm-up lessons, etc. Regulations to improve this situation are needed. 
 
Discussion on definition, scope and purpose of Medical Commission. 
COMEX must support dissemination of Medical Commission reports and information through 
the FIE website and Escrime. Fiore (ITA) requests 100,000 euro to develop a video/dvd on work 
of the Medical Commission and the safety and health of fencing for distribution to National 
Federations and other organizations. 
 
Need to develop an injury surveillance system for FIE competitions. Recommend changes to 
competition software to indicate abandonment due to injury, and changes to observer reports to 
gather details of such abandonment. Discussions with competition software providers have 
indicated this is easy to do. 
 
Catastrophic injury and deaths in fencing – the FIE must incorporate a death investigation 
protocol. The Medical Commission president must be informed immediately the FIE is notified 
of a death on the piste and a Medical Commission delegate must be sent to investigate in a timely 
manner. Action item: Information and investigations related to medical issues, especially those 
related to death or catastrophic injury must involve the Medical Commission. 
 
Recommendation – all National Federations must provide insurance coverage for all athletes. 
 



Discussion of proposal by Peter Jacobs (MH) (GBR) for a new Commission for anti-doping. 
Proposal will be withdrawn. Action Item: Proposal for an independent anti-doping commission is 
withdrawn. Anti-doping commission will be established within the Medical Commission. 
 
Agreed – establish FIE Anti-Doping Commission (group assigned administrative responsibility 
for FIE compliance with WADA requirements). Members: van Dugteren (NED), Wolfgarten 
(GER), Halsted (GBR), Fiore (ITA), plus a legal consultant. 
 
Traumatology  
 – Harmer (AUS) report on research in USA (refer to Minutes of 2007 meeting). Continuing 
concerns of sabre-related hand injuries. On-going research indicates 27 cases of non-broken 
blade penetrating hand injuries. 
 - Szczepanski (POL) report on biomechanical and neuromuscular causes of injury. Emphasized 
need for holistic approach to understand dysfunction. Too much emphasis currently on treating 
symptoms rather than causes, especially issues related to the sub-talar joint. End point – research 
should be to support coaching staff. 
 - Meeting with dos Santos (POR), president of SEMI, on concerns over injuries through 
gloves, especially in sabre (refer to report in Minutes of 2007 meeting). Frank Messmer also 
attended and will conduct preliminary tests with 350N and 800N gloves to determine protection 
and flexibility. Harmer (AUS) emphasized that modifying gloves may not be the only, or even 
the best, approach. Nine specific risk factors have been identified that individually or in 
combination are associated with this problem. 
 - Discussion about Medical and SEMI Commission concerns over athletes “modifying” 
equipment (e.g., plastrons) after weapon control. Consideration of recommendation that plastron 
be 800N for all fencers. 
 
Action Item: FIE to direct all National Federations to set up a mechanism for reporting any death 
or major traumatic injury in their country to the Medical Commission.  
 
Safety – A function of the Commission is to respond to proposals from COMEX and to present 
proposals to COMEX related to equipment. 
 
Sports medicine issues – develop resources on nutrition for fencers 
 
Special report from Bierkowski (POL) of SEMI on death of 17 yr. old Polish epee fencer from 
broken blade in practice. Blade entered athlete’s sleeve and traveled to axilla and lacerated 
artery. Despite quick response by ambulance, athlete died, possibly due to lack of specialized 
surgeon at the hospotal. Important issue – the athlete was not wearing a plastron! Polish 
Federation has instituted a rule that all plastrons must conform to 800N standard. 
Action item: special statement from the Medical Commission that coaches, parents and athletes 
must ensure that plastrons are always worn – even in practice. Need to include such 
specifications in rules for training and pre-competition. 
 
Anti-doping information: 
 i) FIE must continue anti-doping education. Several options include the Quiz on the WADA 
website, and the education outreach program instituted by van Dugteren at several world 



championships (in the Commission’s 2007 meeting, Kamuti (HUN) noted that 2% of the IOC 
stipend to the FIE after the Olympic Games should be for anti-doping activity). 
 
 ii) van Dugteren (NED) to investigate costs and technical aspects of an on-line educational 
program and report back to the Medical Commission. 
 iii) Proposed modifications (additions) to the prohibited list for 2010 include: all growth factor, 
new form of EPO, aromatase inhibitors, glycerol, bottled oxygen, 3 new stimulants, 
pseudoephedrine (reinstated on the list).  
 iv) Review of testing algorithm. After extensive discussion related to testing at FIE 
competitions, it was determined that compliance and deterrence could be maintained with 
fewer tests. 
Action item: Anti-doping testing will not be required for international cadet competitions 
(however organizers have the option of administering additional tests if desired or required by 
other statutory bodies). 
Action item: Testing (individual) at junior and senior world cups and world championships will 
consist of 2 per competition (1st place plus one randomly chosen from the other 3 competitors in 
the final four. Testing (team) at world cups and world championships will consist of two (2) tests 
per competition - 1 randomly chosen from the 1st place team and one (total) randomly chosen 
from 2nd and 3rd place teams. In both cases (individual and team testing) organizers have the 
option of conducting additional tests if desired or required by National Anti-Doping 
Organizations or other statutory bodies. 
 
 v) Out of competition testing: FIE has been in full compliance with WADA requirements. 
Action item: To strengthen the purpose of OOC testing, the number of tests completed by the 
FIE will be maintained at 12 (minimum). However, the FIE registered testing pool will be 
reduced from 96 to 48. 
 
 vi) TUE rule change: TUE applications from fencers in the FIE registered Testing Pool (RTP) 
to be processed by the FIE. All other TUE applications must be processed by an athlete’s 
National Anti-Doping Organization (NADO). If an athlete’s country does not have a NADO, the 
athlete may apply to the FIE for TUE evaluation. 
 
 vii) Applications related to asthma: Athletes in the FIE RPT must apply for a full TUE 
evaluation and submit complete pulmonary function testing as detailed in the WADA guidelines. 
 
 viii) All  non-systemic glucocorticosteroid use must be recorded on the doping control form at 
doping control, and must be declared via the on-line ADAMS system (where possible) by the 
athlete. 
 
 ix) Reported positive cases in fencing cannabis (2); cocaine (1); stimulant (1). 
 
 x) Problems have been reported with the submission of the doping control forms from FIE 
competitions to the FIE office. Action item: Changes need to be made to the Observer Reports 
related to doping control forms handling and submission to the FIE. New wording will be 
supplied by van Dugteren (NED) and Mills (FIE). 
 



H1N1 (swine flu) policies: The Medical Commission has determined that all questions related to 
H1N1 procedures will defer to the World Health Organization directives. 
Discussion on the substitution rule for teams in Olympic Games: COMEX needs to review the 
rule on team substitutions in Olympic Games so that all members of a podium team will receive 
a medal whether they fence in the finals or not. As demonstrated in Beijing, the current situation 
encourages athletes to cheat by faking injury to allow a teammate to receive a medal. This 
situation places the Medical Commission delegate in an untenable position and requires the 
referee to award a black card to the athlete. Action item: The Medical Commission supports the 
proposal by the French Federation to award medals to all members of a podium team at the 
Olympic Games.  
 
Youth Olympic Games – Singapore 2010: Discussion of medical coverage, responsibilities of the 
Medical Commission delegates, and anti-doping procedures. 78 fencers to be involved. More 
information from the organizers is needed. 
 
Discussion on the need for improved documentation of injuries on the observer reports to 
enhance our understanding of the risk and characteristics of injury in elite fencing 
Action Item: Add the following items to Observer Reports: Section 5 Medical – 5.1 Medical:  
 i) Did any athlete withdraw because of injury in this competition (yes/no) 
 ii) Name, nationality and email/telephone number of athletes who withdrew because of injury. 
 
Discussion of Medical Commission delegate assignments for up-coming competitions. 
Action Item: The following assignments are recommended to COMEX: 
 i) 2009 Veterans World C’ships – Moscow: Szczepanski (POL) 
 ii) 2009 World C’ships – Antalya: Mourad (EGY), Harmer (AUS) 
 iii) 2010 Cadet & Junior World C’ships – Baku: Defoligny-Renault (FRA), Shafaat (IRI) 
 iv) 2010 Youth Olympic Games – Singapore: van Dugteren (HOL), TBA 
 v) 2010 World C’ships – Paris: Kamuti (HUN), Fiore (ITA) 
 vi) 2010 Veterans World C’ships – Netherlands Antilles: Harmer (AUS) 
 vii) 2012 Olympic Games – London: Wolfgarten (GER), Halsted (GBR). 1st reserve: Harmer 
(AUS); 2nd reserve: Fiore (ITA) 
 
Action Item: COMEX is requested to confirm Medical Commission delegate assignments no 
later than 6 weeks after the calendar is confirmed each season.  
 
Defoligny-Renault (FRA) argued that the reports of Medical Commission delegates from 
competitions must be part of the Medical Commission meeting agenda to address past problems 
and avoid future problems. All agreed. Overview by Defoligny-Renault (FRA) of three 
competions: Torino World C’ships (no significant problems); Taebak Cadet/Junior C’ships 
(numerous problems: last minute choice; long travelling distance from major airport; lack of 
good communication with local organizers (must have competent translators)); Limoges 
Veterans (conflicts of interest for Medical Commission delegate need to be considered in 
assignments; no ambulance or provision for resuscitation provided in Limoges; competitors must 
have appropriate medical clearance certificates – individual, with specific language related to 
clearance to participate in vigorous physical activity). Halsted (GBR) reported on penetrating 



wound in 2009 Cadet/Junior C’ships from a broken blade in a fencer’s bag. All athletes and 
teams must be aware of proper methods for dealing with broken blades. 
 
Discussion on the medical issues related to veterans fencing. At the World C’ships many arrive 
with group medical certificates or otherwise lacking specific medical clearance for vigorous 
physical activity. As many also have associated chronic health problems, this is an unsatisfactory 
situation. Action Item: participants in Veterans World C’ships must each have an individual and 
personal medical certificate from a medical professional indicating clearance for the athlete to 
participate in vigorous physical activity. A sample document will be provided by the Medical 
Commission to be distributed to National Federations. 
 
Discussion for Medical Symposium or medical workshops for the 2010 World C’ships in Paris. 
Defoligny-Renault (FRA) will investigate suitable dates and solicit and coordinate ideas for 
themes. 
 
Discussion of the FIE calendar and its impact on fencers’ health. Too many competitions too 
close together in differing parts of the world can lead to fatigue, which increases the risk of 
illness and injury. Recent proposals for changes to limit world cups and others points events 
were reviewed. Pascu (ROM) indicated proposed limits. Action Item: The Medical Commission 
supports the proposals of Pascu (ROM) to limit the number and location of points events in the 
interests of the athletes’ health. This point was also raised in the previous (2007) Medical 
Commission meeting. 
 
Discussion of the impact of the revision of t.33 on injury to include cramping. Referees, coaches 
and athletes must understand the intention and limits of the rule. Action Item: A short article 
explaining and clarifying the intention and limits of the rule change for cramp will be sent to 
Escrime, Arbitrage Commission and the FIE website, and guidelines for adjudicating cramping 
will be added to the medical cahir d’charges. 
 
Discussion on the need to additional meetings of the Medical Commission. It is clear that the 
current schedule is not conducive to the efficient and timely work of the Commission. Action 
Item: Recommendation to COMEX that the Medical Commission be scheduled to meet at least 
one time per year to facilitate its work for the wellbeing of all fencers. 
 
The Medical Commission will work on developing symposia for national medical commissions 
or National Federations where the expertise of the members of the Medical Commission can be 
of specific benefit to those organizations in advancing their work. Additionally members of the 
Medical Commission will offer educational workshops to local groups when assigned as 
observers to world cups. 
 
Discussion on problems with breast protectors for women. None reported by members. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 

OF THE PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY COMMISSION 
 
 
 

Lausanne, May 30 & 31, 2009 
 
 
Present: 
Frantisek JANDA (CZE)  President of the Promotion Commission 
Maxim Paramonov (UKR)  Secretary General FIE 
Velichka HRISTEVA (BUL)  Representative of the Executive Committee 
Kimmo PENTIKÄINEN (FIN)  Secretary of the Promotion Commission 
Gholamhossein ASGARI (IRI) 
Erika AZE (LAT) 
Cécile FAYE (SEN) 
Victor Sergio GROUPIERRE (ARG) 
John MAKELA (CAN) 
Nikolay MATEEV (ISL) 
Nahedh AL-MURDHI (KUW) 
 
Marcos Lorenzo  FIE Head Press 
 
Absent: 
Sabirjan RUZIEV (UZB) 
 
 
 

*************** 
 

OPENING OF THE MEETING 
Secretary General, mr. Maxim Paramonov welcomed all participants on behalf of the 
President, mr. Alisher Usmanov. He stated that it is absolutely necessary to build a new 
working system for the promotion and publicity commission. Mr. Paramonov opened the 
meeting.  
 
President of the commission mr. Janda stated that it is an urgent priority of the new promotion 
and publicity commission to define the roles of the FIE staff and on the other hand the 
executive role of the commission in promoting and marketing fencing to ensure the effective 
execution of the objectives. 
 
Commission requests that all minutes of the meeting of the commission will be immediately 
reproduced to all three languages of the FIE. 
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I  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  
 
The following agenda was agreed unanimously. 

1. Election of the secretary of the commission 
2. Study of the proposals for the 2009 congress submitted from member federations to 

the PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY commission 
3. Introduction of the new FIE Head Press: Marcos Lorenzo 
4. The commission’s proposal for the executive committee: “Basic concept for the 

development of PR and Promotion of Fencing for the period 2008-2012” 
5. Other commission’s promotion plans to work further 

 
 

I ELECTION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMISSION 
 

Mr. Pentikäinen was unanimously elected as a secretary of the commission. 
 
 

II STUDY OF THE PROPOSALS FOR THE 2009 CONGRESS SUB MITTED FROM 
MEMBER FEDERATIONS TO THE PROMOTION AND PUBLICITY C OMMISSION 

 
Hungarian Fencing Federation 

 
Clause proposed to be modified  Proposed Modification of the 

Hungarian Fencing Federation 
Motivation  

o. 76.  
“Admission 
A competition can only be classed or 
kept a World Cup competition if it 
satisfies the following criteria. 
1. Participation must include fencers: 

• from at least eight countries for 
open competitions in Europe; 

• from at least five countries for 
open competitions outside 
Europe; 

• from at least five countries for 
junior competitions 

 
2.Participation must include a minimum 
of: 

• Ten fencers listed in the top 32 in 
the official ranking of the FIE and 
representing at least five different 
countries for open competitions in 
Europe (no requirement for 
competitions outside Europe)....” 

 

 
“Admission 
A competition can only be classed or 
kept a World Cup competition if it 
satisfies the following criteria. 
1. Participation must include fencers: 

• from at least eight countries for 
open competitions; 

• from at least five countries for 
junior competitions 

 
 
 
 
2. Participation must include a minimum 
of: 

• Ten fencers listed in the top 32 
in the official ranking of the FIE 
and representing at least five 
different countries for open 
competitions....” 

 
 
We propose this amendment in 
order to increase the level of the 
World Cup competitions all over 
the world and to make the World 
Cup circuit more equitable. 

 
 
 
Opinion of the Promotion Commission: Favourable 
The commission voted concerning the decision with the following results: 

6 favourable 
2 unfavourable 
1 abstain 

 



 Page 3 

Before the voting the president of the commission, mr. Janda guided that all members should 
express their opinion and argumentation concerning the issue. 
 
 
Discussion 
Ms. Hristeva pointed that there should be increasing number of participating countries in 
world cup competitions - not decreasing number of participating countries. We should think 
the future of fencing.   
 
Secretary of the commission, Mr. Pentikäinen pointed out that federations organising the world 
cup competitions should have the resources available to meet the high quality standards to 
attract fencers and media. One solution for this problem will be that the world cup 
competitions will be held on the circulating basis. In that way the countries with limited 
resources can organise excellent competitions for instance every second or third year. 
 
Ms. Faye pointed out that the principle should be the equality of all countries. The 
requirements should generate the same high level of competitions – where ever it is located. 
Nevertheless we can keep the rule as it is and make efforts to improve  the level of organizing 
the competitions. 
 
Mr. Makela stressed that the members of the PR commission should think globally the benefit 
of fencing. We had to look all opportunities to increase quality of the competitions. 
 
Mr. Groupierre stated that the present rule is supporting a good development of fencing in the 
American continent. It is a duty to take into account and defend this quality. 
 
President of the commission mr. Janda said that when we will speak on behalf of the continent 
one must remember that there exist two parts of the American continent. United States and 
Canada are included without questions as a top level fencing countries. Same can be said 
concerning the Asia, for instance Korea, China and Japan are wonderful examples of high 
quality of top fencing countries. 
 
Mr. Mateev argued that the principle goal is to make positive change on the thinking of 
fencing and speed up the change. It will be better for all continent to have equal principles.  
 
Ms. Aze agreed that the proposal is a good opportunity for promotion fencing.  
 
Mr. Asgari pointed out that there are major difficulties in some countries for organising the 
world cup conditions as requiring eight participating countries – even with five countries. On 
the principle level the rule should be the same for everyone, but at the present situation we 
should help countries which need improvements for developing fencing.  
 
Mr. Al-Murdhi agreed that for the future of fencing the proposal is agreeable. 
 
President of the commission mr. Janda pointed out that the same challenges to have minimum 
of eight countries participating competitions have been met also by Scandinavian countries. 
Nevertheless they have found solutions to cope with the challenge. 
 
III INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW FIE HEAD PRESS: MARCOS LORENZO 
 
The new FIE Head Press Marcos Lorenzo introduced himself to the promotion commission.  
 
Mr. Lorenzo stressed that to make a positive change and increase awareness of fencing 
through public relations and marketing is a long term work and also needs participation of all 
member federations. 
 
Mr. Lorenzo reported challenges concerning the FIE magazine. It is late because the 
company responsible of the work went bankruptcy. Nevertheless the next version will be 
revised with new type of content and images. In forth coming releases will have focus on 
showing star athletes. 
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Mr Lorenzo presented the new media plan and explained for instance the challenges with TV 
broadcasting on World Championship Competitions 2009. Mr. Lorenzo stressed the 
importance to have agreement with a global media company. The agreement would not be 
substantial in forth coming years but would decrease FIE expenses and can generate 
substantial revenues in the longer run. 
 
Secretary of the commission, Mr. Pentikäinen pointed out that it would be important to ensure 
that the intellectual property rights gives FIE rights to use the television material also in other 
media channels, especially new media (internet, stream video, video on demand, IPTV, 
mobile TV). Mr. Pentikäinen continued that FIE could also consider outsourcing providing of 
the stream video for an international media company which has a suitable platform and 
distribution channels. 
 
President of the commission, mr. Janda asked mr. Mateev to report about the situation with the 
project “Sabre on Ice and Fire” which will be held in Iceland. President of the commission, mr. 
Janda pointed further that Iceland is a good example of collaboration of an member federation 
with the Future of Fencing foundation. Mr. Mateev presented that Iceland will have an fencing 
media event during a football world cup match: Iceland vs. Holland. Mr. Makela presented 
that in Canada they have made similar successful experimentation with the American football. 
 
Secretary General Paramonov stated that it is necessary that such a project in future will be 
under control of the FIE – the governing body of the fencing. Everybody agreed Mateev to 
provide all the information to mr. Lorenzo, mr. Faerber, mr. Paramonov and ms. Rodriguez. 
 
The commission was impressed of mr. Lorenzo’s extensive professional sport marketing 
background and warmly welcomed him. 
 
IV THE COMMISSION’S PROPOSAL FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMM ITTEE: “BASIC 
CONCEPT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF PR AND PROMOTION OF FENCING FOR THE 
PERIOD 2008-2012”  
 
The commission discussed concerning the proposal. Ms. Faye expressed that she agrees 
with the proposal with the following amendments. Ms. Faye believes that in the clause 4 
should be stressed that we need to give competitors more freedom in every respect to 
express their emotions during the context, provided that they respect the fencing rules and 
show fair play in so doing. Ms. Faye further stressed on this context that the most important 
thing is to provide member federations with financial means and appropriate equipments that 
would allow them to have access to national TV programs for the promotion of fencing. 
 
There were no other objections concerning the proposal. The majority of the commission 
members agreed with the proposal. 
 
Hence the commission agreed to present for the executive committee the following proposal: 
 
 

Basic Concept for the Development of PR and Promoti on of Fencing for the period 
2008 – 2012 as envisaged by the FIE PP Committee  

 
 

1) Fencing on television  

The PP committee proposes setting up a groups of experts and initiating talks with the rights 
managers or executives of the appropriate organisations (USB, EUROSPORT, etc.) aiming to 
obtain broadcast space for fencing coverage throughout the entire Olympic cycle, i.e. for 4 
years.  
Proposed extent of TV coverage: In general we would like to secure coverage for the heats 
amongst the final eight in the following competitions: The Olympic Games, World 
Championship, Junior World Championship, European Championship, Junior European 
Championship, 3 Grand Prix in the épée, 2 Grand Prix in the foil, and 2 Grand Prix in the 
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sabre, twice a year – recap feature lasting up to 50 minutes assessing each season halfway 
through – world fencing news, (with the option to extend this to cover other zone 
championships).  
 
MOTIVATION:  For a long time now the FIE has not had any means of presenting its sport on 
a global scale during the season on the major sports channels. In the last 4 years the 
methods used to film fencing and broadcast it on television have improved greatly; the FIE 
now has an excellent manual and is able to participate professionally in this coverage. 
The FIE must have a 4-year general contract with all the organisers of major competitions 
guaranteeing this coverage in order to negotiate with local partners and sponsors. 
The FIE will have to make a financial contribution towards the production of this coverage.  
The FIE must create a uniform design for the layout of the final fencing mat so that the 
organisers will know in advance how much advertising space the FIE will use for its partners 
and how much will be left for the organisers for event sponsors.  
TV show on fencing twice a year – we suggest that this should be designed as an informative 
show to popularise the sport and, in order to minimise costs, we propose that it should be 
produced in-house by the FIE (ensuring that high TV broadcasting standards are maintained) 
and after thorough examination of the copyright law, could later be distributed FREE OF 
CHARGE to any worldwide sports channel that might be interested.  
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX: Set aside sufficie nt funds from the FIE budget 
to cover this.  (The actual cost can be professiona lly estimated after the proposal has 
been approved, by a panel of experts set up for thi s purpose).  
 
 

2) Creation of a new concept for “ESCRIME” magazine . 

The FIE desperately needs a printed and electronic medium focused on real sports journalism 
and therefore the committee proposes preparing separate language versions (French, 
English, Spanish), thus increasing the amount of print space. In a case that a member 
federation requests additional language version, it should contact FIE with the issue. All 
intellectual rights will belong to FIE.  Gradually a network of associates should be created 
through the secretariats of the individual fencing confederations – these would be journalists 
who could use the pages of “ESCRIME” magazine as the platform for a real discussion on 
specific fencing problems and triumphs in each individual zone. The committee also 
recommends releasing this magazine in electronic form too, as this medium would provide 
plenty of space for volunteer contributors from all round the world.  
MOTIVATION:   Change ESCRIME from a personal bulletin to a sports journalistic magazine 
focusing on real fencing issues. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the cost of changing ESCRIME.  The PP comm ittee is ready to submit this 
project after the change has been approved by COMEX . 
 
 

3) Accompanying programs aimed at publicising fenci ng.  

The PP committee assumes that it is necessary to change how the organisers of major 
competitions relate to the competitions as such, so that the organisation itself becomes 
focused on promoting fencing as a sport. Therefore the PP committee would like to create a 
separate budget to fund accompanying events aimed at providing information about fencing 
and making it more popular; these events would accompany the competitions and help to 
make fencing more popular in the organisers’ countries.  
 
MOTIVATION:  If the individual fencing federations organise a major competition (World 
Championship, Junior World Championship, zone championships, Grand Prix, etc.), they 
should be able to receive co financing for accompanying PR and promotional events in return 
for their involvement. The PP committee also wants to actively seek out these events on all 
five continents and provide them with general financial support. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Create a separate  PP committee budget of 
200,000 Euro for each budgetary year. 
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4) Boost the emotional impact of fencing – collabor ation with the Referee 

Committee  

The PP committee is essentially in agreement that in order to increase the appeal of fencing 
on TV we need to give competitors more freedom in every respect to express their emotions 
during the context.  
 
MOTIVATION:  Over the last 4 years the FIE, at the instigation of the IOC and at the cost of 
increasing expenses for competition organisers, has been trying to make decision-making in 
fencing competitions more objective through the use of technology (video arbitration). The PP 
committee believes that the time has come to greatly enhance the role of the referee as such. 
We now need to work to raise the personal prestige of referees, reintroduce weapons 
specialists and especially, by increasing the number of competent referees, give them chance 
to rest and recuperate during long competitions (World Championships, Junior World 
Championships, zone championships); we also need to change the referees’ examinations to 
focus more on the practical side and elaborate a technical means of rating them.  
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Work together wit h the referee committee and 
the rules committee in order to effect these change s. Set aside sufficient funds from 
the FIE budget to cover the cost of introducing the se changes. 
 
 

5) FIE takes full advantage of the opportunity offe red by digital media  

The PP committee is essentially in agreement that in order to increase the appeal of fencing 
in general, between 2008-2012, the FIE should focus on taking full advantage of the 
opportunity offered by digital media. In addition to attracting young people, digital media is 
more cost effective and highly available for such sports as fencing, which do not achieve full 
coverage around the world in traditional media. 
 
MOTIVATION:   
The duty of the Promotion and Publicity Commission is to enhance our sport's public relations 
activities - to develop media and advertising aspects of fencing. The present challenge is to 
achieve more media attention, which would generate larger audiences and bring in new 
fencers. We share this goal with the President of the IOC, Jacques Rogge, who has declared 
that we should "fully embrace the digital revolution, which affects the way the world 
experiences the Olympic. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds of 30.000 Euro from 
the FIE budget to cover the cost of developing the digital media strategy including 
business model, value network and partnership model  targets.  The PP committee is 
ready to submit this project after the change has b een approved by COMEX. 
 
 
V OTHER COMMISSION’S PROMOTION PLANS TO WORK FURTHE R 
 
 

6) Circulating principle of World Cup Competitions 

The World Cup competitions will be decided two years beforehand. All world cup competitions 
will be nominated from candidates wishing to run a tournament.  
 
MOTIVATION:   The amount of world cup competitions should be less, but the events should 
be better organised and attracting more fencers, media and audience. Most of the countries 
does not have resources to make such extensive efforts yearly basis but can contribute 
excellent tournaments every second or third year. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  preparation of the new qualifying system of the 
world cup competitions and communicating it for mem ber federations.  
 
 

7) Sponsoring packages with a revenue share model 
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FIE makes ready made sponsoring package offers for international corporations with different 
price values.  The member federations can act as a negotiator with a company. If the 
federation has success, it will receive revenue share based on fixed percentage of the 
agreement value. 
 
MOTIVATION:   Increase opportunities to explore sponsoring opportunities which a member 
federation has identified. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the expenses.  The PP committee is ready t o submit this project after the 
change has been approved by COMEX. 
 

8) Best practices – sharing experiences of federati ons 

Best Practices would be a place on FIE's web site were people from fencing could share their 
good ideas and projects.  A place where national federations can survey new and useful ways 
to get sponsors, or publicity, or finances, or other tips to do things better, faster, cheaper etc.   
 
MOTIVATION:   We don't always have    to reinvent the bicycle. An innovation centre to to see 
how one federation's problems are solved in other federation. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the cost of changing website.  The PP comm ittee is ready to submit this 
project after the change has been approved by COMEX . 
 
 

9) Traveling exhibition of world fencing 

An exhibition of art photographs of fencers, which is impressive, but easy to transfer. The 
exhibition would take place one week before most important fencing competitions, in a public 
area with a high density: e.g. central station or a huge shopping mall. This event would attract 
not only by-passers, but also mass media.  
 
MOTIVATION:   More media attention 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the expenses.  The PP committee is ready t o submit this project after the 
change has been approved by COMEX. 
 
 

10) Localized FIE calendars 

FIE makes  a professional graphical template of a fencing calendar available to all the 
national federations which can use it for creating a localized version.  
 
MOTIVATION:   A reduction of overall costs of the member federations. The result is 
communicative and representative business gift and a product for fund raising. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the expenses.   
 
 

11) Partnering with a major video game distributor 

FIE will partner with a major video game distributor to launch a new fencing game. Suitable 
video game platform can be for instance Nintendo Wii.  
 
MOTIVATION:   Attract children of all ages for fencing and promote our sport. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the expenses.  The PP committee is ready t o submit this project after it has 
been approved by COMEX. 
 
 
 



 Page 8 

12) Masters Championship between the continents 

The competition will be an invitation competition between continents, where competing teams 
include all three weapons.  
MOTIVATION:   this new competition will bring fencing to media attention and attract the 
sponsors that we need to our sport. Those competitions will generate larger audience 
and bring in new fencers. 
PP committee PROPOSAL for COMEX:  Set aside sufficient funds from the FIE budget 
to cover the expenses.   
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MEETING OF THE RULES COMMISSION 

 

LAUSANNE, 23 AND 24 MAY 2009 

 

List of attendees: 

1. Members:    ASSADOURIAN, Sarkis 

     BELMONTE, Manuel 

     CAFIERO, Giuseppe 

     CARLESCU-BADEA, Laura 

     HIGGINSON, Stephen 

     KULCSAR, Krisztian 

     LAMON, Janine 

     SCHIRRMACHER, Lutz (Pres.) 

     SHIM, Jae Sung 

     THULLBERG, Pierre 

 

2. Invited:    SALHI, Férial (COMEX Representative) 

 

     BRANZA, Ana 

     SHTURBABINA, Marina 

     SIVKOVA, Anna 

     MAZZONI, Angelo 

     WESTON, Kelsey 

     ZORC, Boris 

 

For part of the meeting:   ROCH, René 

     PASCU, Ana 

     RODRIGUEZ, Nathalie 

     POP, Ioan 
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Proposals submitted to the Rules Commission  

 
 

Fencing Federation of the Republic of Belarus 
 
Proposal 1 
 
The Fencing Federation of the Republic of Belarus proposes to change the text in Article o.50.3 of the 
Organisation Rules  (Chapter 7, Organisation of Official FIE Competitio ns a) Common 
Conditions, Entries by Member Federations, Official  invitation)  which currently stipulates: 
 

For World Cup competitions, it must be sent out at least one month before the  
competition in question. 

 
Change it in the following way: instead of one month , put two months  
 
In the proposed formulation of the text, Article o.50.3 would be as follows: 

For World Cup competitions, it must be sent out at least two months before the 
competition in question. 

 
This in turn will force the Event Organisers to respect properly Article o.51, which is closely linked to 
Article o.50.3. 
 
The proposed formulation of Article o.50.3 will make the preparation for the tournaments, the 
procedure to obtain visas and the financing of the teams easier. 
 
Very often the Event Organisers do not respect the one-month time limit laid down in Articles o.50.3 
and o.51, and, as a result, we have serious problems obtaining visas, making hotel reservations and 
booking plane tickets as we have to carry out all the formalities in short amounts of time. Under these 
conditions, the day-to-day work of those in charge in the Federations resembles a heroic exploit, the 
aim of which being not to miss important events. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: in favour of the p roposal. The Commission also suggests 
that a reference to this be made in the Supervisor’ s Report. The Supervisor will therefore have 
to consult the organiser’s website well before the competition. 
 
 

Czech Fencing Federation 
 
Proposal 1 
 
1. Organisational Rules, Article 83(2)(c) 

 
Proposed amendment: coefficient of points allocation for zone championships in individuals 
competitions: 
 
Europe: 2-fold 
Other zones: 1-fold 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: against the propos al, unanimously – the Commission 
believes that the imperative to encourage the zones  outside Europe is still crucial.   
 
 
Proposal 2 
 
2. Organisation Rules, Article 84(2)(c)  
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Proposed amendment: coefficient of points allocation for zone championship in team competitions: 
 
Europe: 1-fold 
Other zones: 0.5-fold 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: against the propos al, unanimously – the Commission 
believes that  the imperative to encourage the zone s outside Europe is still crucial. 
  

Executive Committee 
 
Note:  Sentences in bold, italics and underlined are chan ges. 
 
 
Proposal 1 
 
To create a table of penalties and fines so that the offence, article and fine or penalty to be paid can 
be found easily, and modify the articles below:  
 
 

o.86 FINANCIAL PENALITES AND FINES 
 
 
 

 
Article 

 
Amount 

 
Date of payment 

 
To be paid to 

 
Entries for the 
World 
Championships 
after the cut-off 
date 

 
o.53.3 

 
150 Euros per 
entry 

 
When making the 
entry 

 
FIE 

 
Entries after the 
cut-off date for any 
other FIE 
competition 

 
o.54.4 

 
150 Euros per 
entry 

 
When making the 
entry 

 
FIE 

 
Fencers or teams 
entered who do not 
present 
themselves to 
fence 

 
o.31.4,  o.33.3, 
o.54.5 

 
750 CHF or 500 
Euros per athlete 
or team 

 
Upon reception of 
the fine 

 
FIE 

 
Participation of a 
fencer / team who 
was not entered 

 
o.54.6 

 
1500 CHF or 1000 
Euros per 
fencer/team  

 
Upon reception of 
the fine  

 
FIE 
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Required number 
of referees not 
respected 
(information 
received by the 
organiser 15 days 
in advance) 

 
o.81.3 

 
750 CHF or 500 
Euros per referee  

 
At the same time 
as the information 
to the organiser 

 
Organiser 

 
Required number 
of referees not 
respected 
(information 
received by the 
organiser less than 
15 days before) 

 
o.81.3 

 
1500 CHF or 1000 
Euros per referee  

 
At the same time 
as the information 
to the organiser  

 
Organiser 

 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission una nimously approves the principle. 
Furthermore, the Commission suggests that: 

- ‘per referee’ be added twice  
- 1 column be added to specify who  should pay the fine/penalty 

 
 
o.31.4 
Should a fencer or team who have been entered not present themselves to fence, their federation will 
be penalised with a fine to be paid to the FIE (cf Article o.86 table of financial penalties and fi nes ), 
except in cases of properly authenticated injury or  ‘force majeure’  (for example refusal of a 
visa).  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with the changes in 
red: an injury or the refusal of a visa constitute cases of ‘force majeure’ anyway and the 
Commission does not believe that we need to give ex amples.  
 

o.33.3 
Should one of the 16 exempted  fencers  who had been entered in accordance with the Rules not 
present himself to fence (cf. o.31), his position in the table will remain empty and his federation will be 
required to pay a penalty  (cf. Article o.86 table of financial penalties and f ines ) to the FIE, except 
in cases whereby  his absence is caused by circumstances duly justified as being outside his control.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
o.81.3 
Should a national federation not bring the required  number of referees, it will be charged a fine 
(cf. Article o.86 table of financial penalties and fines) if the organiser was informed 15 days 
before the competition. The fine is doubled if the organiser was not informed 15 days before 
the competition . 
 
This fine must be paid by the delegation to the organisers  in order for the latter  to ensure the 
services of the referee(s) necessary to replace the missing referee(s). 
 
The following sentence is deleted. 
 
If a national federation  does not pay this fine, it must reduce the participation  of its fencers in 
conformity with the quotas (cf. o.81.1 above).  
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The supervisor must check that this clause is prope rly applied.  
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con and also 
suggests that the names and levels (A or B) of the referees should be sent to the FIE at the 
same time as entry of fencers so that this can be p assed on to the organisers, who will thus 
have more time to find any replacements needed.  
 
 
Proposal 2 
 
To homogenise Articles o.53 and o.54 
 
Title before o.50, ENTRIES FOR THE COMPETITIONS 
 
o.53 
 
Entries * for World Championships (all categories)  
 
1 Three months  before the start of the events, the federations will receive an entry * form  from 
the Organising Committee, on which they are required to specify the number  of fencers and teams 
participating in each event of the competition’s programme, two months  before the start of the events.  
Delete: No additional entry of fencers will be accepted after this date.  
 

 2 The entry * of fencers and teams by name * is to be made via the FIE website, which 
specifies the entry deadlines . This entry * of the names of the fencers and all possible substitutes, 
and the entry *  of teams, must be made fifteen days  before the first event of the Championships 
at the latest  (by midnight, Lausanne time CET).  
 
* only needs to be changed in French 

 
3 Withdrawal of a fencer  
 
After the closing date for entries, there can be no  withdrawal of a name, except in cases of 
properly authenticated injury or  ‘force majeure’.  
 
 
4 Adding fencers after the deadline  
 
Nevertheless one or more fencers may be added, up until 10.00am on the day before the competition 
(local time in the city hosting the World Champions hips) , after payment to the FIE of a penalty  
per entry  added (cf Article o.86 tables of financial penalties and fines) .  
 
To do this the national federation must address a request to the FIE to add a fencer or fencers and 
pay the penalty immediately . 
 
 
5  Changes of names , only with the agreement of the FIE and only for reasons of ‘force majeure’ or 
injury, can only be made up to 24 hours before each event.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with amendments 
as shown in red.  
 
o.54 

 
Entries by name for Senior and Junior and Cadet  World Cup competitions, Grand Prix 
competitions, Satellite competitions, Team World Cu ps and Junior and Senior Zonal 
competitions  
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1 The entry * of the names of the fencers and all possible replacements, and the entry of teams, must 
be made via the FIE website 7 days  before the competition at the latest (by  midnight , Lausanne 
time  CET).  
 
In the case of team competition entries , the names of the fencers making up the team may be 
modified up until the day before the competition, at the latest at the end of the  table of 64 quarter 
finals of the individual event , by informing the organisers. 
 
Delete the paragraph on entries for the Zonal Championships. 
 
2  Withdrawal of a fencer or a team  
 
After the closing date for entries, there can be no  withdrawal of a name or of a team.  
 
From the Tuesday preceding the competition, if a fencer is withdrawn because of injury or ‘force 
majeure’, the national federations must inform the FIE and the organisers. The fencer cannot be 
replaced.  
 
3 Replacing a fencer  
 
Up until the Monday (by midnight , Lausanne time CET) preceding the competition a fencer may 
be replaced by another. To do this, the national federations must send to the FIE, in writing (fax or e-
mail), a request for the fencer to be replaced. 
 
4 Adding fencers after the deadline  
 
However, up until the Monday  preceding the competition (midnight , Lausanne time CET), one or 
more fencers may be added , on payment to the FIE of a penalty (cf. Article o.86 table of financial 
penalties and fines)  per entry added. 
 
To do this, the national federations must send to the FIE, in writing (fax or e-mail), a request to add a 
fencer or fencers and a written commitment that they will pay the penalty within fifteen days.  
  
5 Should a fencer or team who have been entered not present themselves to fence , their federation 
will be penalised with a fine* (cf. Article o.86 table of financial penaltie s and fines) , payable to the 
FIE, except in cases of properly authenticated  injury or  ‘force majeure’  (for example the refusal 
of a visa) .  
 
6 The organisers of all official competitions must, at risk of a penalty of a fine payable to the FIE  (cf. 
Article o.86 table of financial penalties and fines ), refuse the participation ** of any fencers not 
appearing on lists conforming with the above, any participation ** not requested by a federation and 
any participation ** of either fencer or referee not in possession of an FIE licence valid for the current 
season.  
 
Note: * only needs to be changed in French, ** only needs to be changed in English 
 
Delete: 

 
4 Confirmation of the presence of the fencers and teams is made at the time the fencers and teams 
are entered.  
 
6 For Grand Prix competitions and Team competitions, as the referees are designated by the FIE, 
the delegations are not required to provide referees.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con with the 
amendments as shown in red.  
 

Proposal 3 
 
Updates, clarifications and deletions due to repeti tions 
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o.2.2 
Every competitor or designated official , irrespective of his status, is required to have a valid 
international licence for the current season (cf. Statutes, Chapter IX).  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
o.7 
The checking of  the organisers’  equipment , as well as the equipment of the fencers, must be 
carried out by qualified personnel designated by the Organising  Committee  in accordance with 
the rules to be found in the Material Rules. If there are any designated members of the SEMI 
Commission present, t his duty must be performed by them , or be under their  supervision of 
the members of the SEMI Commission who are present . 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with amendments 
shown in red.  
 
 
o.9.1 
The programme  must be respected, displayed, communicated and respected  and take into 
account the fencers’ resting time between bouts. It  should be arranged in such a way that no 
fencer is obliged to participate in events for more than 12 hours in 24 . In any case, no pool, bout or 
match may begin after midnight, or at any time when it can be foreseen that there is a likelihood that it 
will end after midnight. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with the 
amendment shown in red.  
 
o.9.3 
In their timetable the organisers must allow sufficient time for it to be possible to carry out the 
checking of the fencers’ equipment, i.e. a minimum * of one day per weapon. Moreover, the 
organisers must allow for the time needed to check the wireless material.  
* only needs to be changed in French 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: as the wireless ma terial is provided by a commercial 
company, the Commission believes that it is up to t he company to check the material 
beforehand. The Commission approves the proposal wi th this amendment.  
 
 
o.10 
The first round  of all the individual and team competitions of the FIE , including  the World 
Championships and Olympic Games, must be displayed by 4 p.m. at the latest the day before the 
competition (cf. t.123). 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with the amendment 
in red.  
 
 o.13 

The pools are composed  taking account of the latest official FIE ranking a nd by drawing lots  
among the fencers  who are not in the ranking. 

Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  

 
 
o.15.2 
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If they form the majority  of the competitors in the pool, the results management software must be 
able to  establish a special order of bouts, departing as little as possible from the principle laid down in 
(a) above, in order to obviate excessive fatigue or delays for the competitors who form the minority in 
the pool. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission doe s not approve the proposal and prefers 
to keep the current wording in the Rules.  
 
 
o.15.3 
Delete the following paragraph: 
When competitors classed as ‘stateless’  are included in a pool, they must first fence against the 
competitors of the nationality to which they originally belonged, after the latter have fenced each other, 
and thereafter against the competitors of the country which grants them their international fencing 
licence. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
o.18 
Before the competition starts, the Directoire Technique will decide on and announce the number of 
fencers who will be eliminated based on the general index  after the round of pools according to 
the ranking established by the pools . (the rest of the sentence is deleted as these details are 
contained in o.32). 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: with the amendment  shown in red, the Commission 
approves the proposal. 
 
 
o.23.2 
During the one-minute rests the trainer  may have access to the fencer. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission is not in favour of this proposal – the 
trainer may have more than one fencer in action and  should be able to delegate the ‘access’ to 
a fencer to someone else, e.g. a team member.   
 
 
o.23.3  
A clock, incorporated into the electrical scoring a pparatus , blocks the latter . 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission is not in favour of this proposal and 
prefers to keep the current wording.  
 
 
o.29 
This formula is used for the individual competitions of the Open World Champions hips , for  the 
Open World Cup competitions  and for the Grand Prix competitions . 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
o.32.1 
 
The preliminary phase  consists of one round of pools, from which 20%-30% of the participants in the 
pools are eliminated, based on the indices of all competing in them, and a preliminary direct 
elimination table. At the Grand Prix competitions, 30% of the fencers are eliminated based on the 
general index after the round of pools.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
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o.33.1 
The main phase  consists of an integral direct elimination table, which is fenced on four pistes, one 
quarter of the table per piste. The first round of this table may, however, if required for the organisation 
of the competition, be fenced on eight pistes. The Grand Prix competitions must be fenced on four 
pistes.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal – though hopes that 
if it is ever possible to have 8 pistes equipped fo r video refereeing, it could even be considered 
for a Grand Prix competition to use 8 pistes.  
 
 
 
o.47.2 
The table will be drawn up  based on the ranking of the teams entered, at the latest one hour after 
the end of the table of 64 quarter finals of the individual event  . 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with the amendment 
shown in red: the tableau of 64 ends before the tab leau of 32 starts- and the same formula is 
used in the Supervisor’s report to mean the whole o f the direct elimination down from 64 to 8 
or 4.  
 
 
 
o.51 a) 
The official name of the Organising Committee, postal address, email  address and telephone and fax 
numbers; 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con. 
 
 
 
o.55  
Age of participants 
Article reviewed and o.72 deleted as redundant. 
 

1 No fencer is allowed to take part in an official event of the FIE,  in any weapon, unless he or 
she is at least 13 years old  on 1 January in the year of the competition. 

 
2 Competitors in any official cadet event of the FI E must be less than 17 years old on 1 

January  at midnight on 31 December in the year before  the competition is held.  
 

3 Competitors in official junior FIE events (indivi dual and team) must be less than 20 
years old on 1 January  at midnight on 31 December in the year before  the competition 
is held.  

 
4 Apart from the points mentioned above, there is n o maximum age limit for competitors 

in the other official FIE events  other than in the different Veteran categories . 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the majority of th e Commission approves the changed 
wording in red and approves the proposal.  
 
 
 
 
o.56 
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Apart from the specific areas of competence which are the responsibility of the other technical officials, 
the technical management of the official competitions of the FIE  is entrusted to the a Directoire 
Technique , whose composition and nomination must respect the specific rules for each competition. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con, with the 
minor change to the current wording as shown.  
 
 
o.57 
 
Article rearranged and Article o.78 deleted 

   
The Directoire Technique is composed of people who are experienced and competent at 
organising competitions . 
 
1. World Championships and Olympic Games  
 
a) The technical organisation is undertaken by six  members of different nationalities, one of whom 
must represent the organising country. 
 
b) The President of the Directoire Technique  and the other members are appointed by the 
Executive Committee of the FIE. 
 
c) Should there be a tied vote among the members of the Directoire Technique, the President of the 
Directoire Technique has the casting vote . 
 
 
2. World Cup 
 
a) The Directoire Technique  shall consists of three suitable members from the organising country or 
invited by it.  
 
b) For the Grand Prix competitions , the competition supervisor, designated by the Executive 
Committee of the FIE, shall also be president of the Directoire Technique.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal with the two 
changes shown. 
 
 
o.58.3 
c) It draws up the pool sheets and direct elimination table , according to the formula of each 
event ; 
e) It supervises the running of the event(s) ; 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission thi nks that the addition to c) is 
superfluous, but approves the change to e).  
 
 
o.61 
For the World Championships and the Olympic Games the Directoire Technique must meet at least 
24 hours before the first event  and whenever it may deem necessary for the smooth r unning of 
the events .  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission con siders the last part of the sentence to 
be superfluous but approves what is left of the pro posed text.  
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o.70. 1, 2, 3, 4 
Delete "after consultation with the Organising Committee" as it contradicts the introductory paragraph 
in o.70 and is never done in practice. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
o.81.2 
For the Grand Prix  and team World Cup  competitions , seven referees will be designated by the 
Executive Committee, at the proposal of the Refereeing Commission and the delegations will not 
need to provide referees. The seven referees will b e at the expense of the organisers, who in 
return charge the entry fees.   
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: with the amendment  (because the team events are not 
Grand Prix), the Commission approves the proposal –  though most felt there ought to be 8 
referees, not 7.   
 
 
o.82.2 c) delete the text below as it is already co ntained in o.46 
Each Team World Cup competition is run throughout by direct elimination  and all places in the table 
up to 16th place  will be fought for. From 17th place onwards teams will be classified according to their 
initial place in the table. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
o.82.3  
Participation  
 
Team entries, and participation,  are is open to all countries and are is limited to one team per 
discipline per country. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the text as amended above.  
 
 
o.83.1 Official FIE individual ranking 
 
c) For both Open and Junior rankings, the ranking is kept up to date . A competition in the current 
year  cancels out the corresponding competition of the previous year, and the points allocated for a 
competition cancel out the points attributed during the same competition in the previous season. If a 
competition does not take place in the current season, the points obtained during the same 
competition in the previous season are deleted on the anniversary of the competition. 

 
e) After each competition taken into account in the ranking, the ranking is automatically 
updated after the results have been validated  verified by the FIE.  
Opinion of the Rules Commission: with the change to  the text shown above, the Commission 
approves the proposal.  
 
 
 
o.83.2 Scale of points 
 
c) Points obtained in a Grand Prix competition  and a Zonal competition are multiplied by a factor of 
2.0. 
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f) Only fencers who have actually participated in a main  direct elimination table can receive any 
points.  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission doe s not approve the proposal and prefers 
to keep the current wording in the Rules.  
 
 
 
Proposal 4 
 
To delete as obsolete: 

o.6.2 Superintendents of the apparatus 

b) The superintendent of the apparatus must not touch the apparatus while fencing is in progress. 
When fencing ceases, he re-sets the apparatus either after the Referee has given his decision or 
when the competitors are testing their weapons; but he must never, after a phase of the bout has 
caused the apparatus to signal a hit, annul this signal before the Referee has given his decision.   
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal nem con.  
 
 
 
 
Proposal 5 
 
To simplify the criteria used to compose the pools at the Cadet World Championships.  
 
o.39 
2/ The 64 highest ranked in the World Junior Cup of the current season  
 
4/ Those ranked in the World Junior Cup of the current year , placed 65 onwards.  
 
The criteria 5/ The seeding provided by the national federations  and 6/ The DT’s decisions are 
replaced by: 
 
5/ Drawing of lots for the fencers who are not in t he ranking  
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the majority of th e Commission approves the proposal. 
However, those who defended the status quo and have  had experience in the Directoire 
Techniques maintain that the current method, althou gh imperfect, gives more accurate results, 
especially as there are always at least 35% of the fencers without a ranking and  that the 
drawing by lots therefore involves a considerable p roportion of the fencers.  
 
 
 
Proposal 6 
 
The Executive Committee agreed on the principle of introducing participation/qualification 
criteria for the Senior World Championships (indivi dual and team).   
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These criteria must  take into account sporting and universality factor s.  
 
A working group will be created to formalize a fina l proposal. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission not ed the intention, though since it is not 
an actual proposal, no vote was taken. During the d iscussion, some members felt that having a 
qualifying procedure for the World Championships wo uld put us in line with many other sports. 
However, unless there was a real need to limit part icipation in the World Championships, it is 
not desirable to take steps which might exclude som e member federations from taking part.   
 
 
 

British Fencing Federation 
 
 
Proposal 1 
 
Transfer the regulations on video refereeing from the FIE Administrative Rules, article 3.9, to the Rules 
for Competitions, expanding Article t.42.  
 
This will ensure that the rules of video-refereeing, including the precise powers of the referee and of 
the Delegate(s) or other person(s) monitoring the video screen, together with the procedures to be 
followed, have the full visibility and authority endowed by the Rules 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: in favour  
  
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roved the proposal nem con.  
 
 
 
 
Proposal 2 
 
To clarify the Rules and avoid varying interpretations by different referees, modify Article t.21.1 adding 
the following words (in italics): ‘ 
 
t.21. 1. Displacing the target and ducking are allowed even if during the action the unarmed hand 
or knee of the rear leg  come into contact with the piste. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roved this proposal by 8 votes to 2.  
 
Proposal 3 
 
re t.70.4: The sentence concerned is no longer valid with the use of electric sabre and should 
therefore be deleted:. 
 
t.70. 4. Point hits which slip over the valid target, or cuts which merely brush the opponent’s target 
(passé hits) do not count. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roved this proposal by 9 votes to 1.  
 
 
Proposal 4 
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In order better to control the resistance in mask wires at sabre:  
 
Add to m.32.5: “Furthermore the electrical resistance of this wire (crocodile clip to crocodile clip or 
crocodile clip to soldered end) must not exceed 1 ohm”. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission and the SEMI Commission before giving it s view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roved the proposal nem con. 
 
 
 
Proposal 5 
 
In order to ensure the resistance of lame on sabre gloves/overlays is correct by testing it separately:  
 
Introduce a new para, Article 33.4, as follows:  
 
4. The conductive material (lamé) must satisfy the conditions laid down for testing (cf. m.28). 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission and  the SEMI Commission before giving i ts view. 
 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roved the proposal nem con.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hungarian Fencing Federation 
 
Proposal 1 
 

3.9. Video-refereeing 
“... In case of appeal to the video-
refereeing, the referee will move 
towards the refereeing delegate, they 
will watch the video together and after 
consultation with the delegate, the 
referee will give his final decision...” 

To add: 
i)  “Fencers cannot appeal to the video 
refereeing related to matters of fact. 
ii) Decisions can only be overruled in 
cases the audio replay is not necessary.” 

1) The same rule has to be applied 
related to the video refereeing as 
for the appeals in general. 
2) Common debate between 
fencers whether the hit was made 
before the referee said “halt”, or 
after. This is an issue for example 
which should not be decided based 
on video-refereeing unless the 
audio replay is also available. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the 
Refereeing Commission and the Rules Commission befo re giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission not ed that this proposal actually contains 
two separate points – the majority did not approve the whole proposal. It was felt that, although 
the system may as yet not be perfect, the advantage s it brought far outweighed any 
disadvantages, that the fact that audio replay woul d be available was encouraging and that the 
contribution it made to more objective, reliable re fereeing was crucial  vis-à-vis the IOC. The 
possibility of the referees being undermined by the  system was discussed, however, it was felt 
that strictly limiting the number of appeals which could be made by each fencer was sufficient 
safeguard against the system being used as tactic.  
 
 
 
 
 
Proposal 2  
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Clause proposed to be modified  Proposed Modification of the 

Hungarian Fencing Federation 
Motivation  

t. 87.  
“4. Non-combativity 
Clear unwillingness of fight: 
If two of the criteria below are combined, 
there is unwillingness to fight: 
1. criterion of time: one minute of fencing 

without a hit  
2. absence of blade contact; 
3. excessive distance (greater than a 

distance of a step forward lunge)” 

 
“4. Non-combativity 
Clear unwillingness of fight: 
If the following two criteria are 
combined, there is unwillingness to 
fight: 
1. criterion of time: one minute of 

fencing without a hit  
2. absence of blade contact.” 
 

 
Excessive distance between 
fencers can frequently happen 
during a bout, which could 
immediately result the termination 
of the given period or bout by 
declaring “clear unwillingness of 
fight” by the referee, since 
excessive distance excludes the 
blade contact. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission doe s not fully approve the current non-
combativity rules and also expressed reservations a bout the proposal.  
In theory in the current rule, with excessive dista nce two of the three criteria are fulfilled as 
excessive distance necessarily means no blade conta ct– leaving the referee able to call ‘non-
combativity’ without any time criterion. The Commis sion finds this unacceptable.  
As to the proposal, the Commission’s vote was split : 4 in favour, 4 against, with 2 abstentions 
– the President’s deciding vote in favour means tha t the proposal was approved.  
  
 
Proposal 3 
 

t.92.4. 
“In team competitions, there must be 
enclosures reserved for the team 
members. Only the team captain and one 
coach have the right to be with the team 
fencers inside the Team Enclosures, 
which must be clearly marked out by 
yellow lines on the ground or some other 
method. They should be at last 9m2 in 
area and be located at distance of 
between 2m and 6 m from each end of 
and outside the Piste enclosure, which is 
18m ∞ 8 m” 

 
“.... They should be at last 15m2 in area 
and be located at distance of between 
2m and 6 m from each end of and 
outside the Piste enclosure, which is 
18m ∞ 8 m” 

 
The Team Enclosures must be 
large enough for the fencers to do 
some warm up exercises within its 
borders. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission app roves the proposal, though 
appreciating that this may impose difficulties at s ome venues in terms of space available.  
 
 
Proposal 4 
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o. 76.  
“Admission 
A competition can only be classed or kept 
a World Cup competition if it satisfies the 
following criteria. 
1. Participation must include fencers: 

• from at least eight countries for 
open competitions in Europe; 

• from at least five countries for open 
competitions outside Europe; 

• from at least five countries for 
junior competitions 

2.Participation must include a minimum 
of: 

• Ten fencers listed in the top 32 in 
the official ranking of the FIE and 
representing at least five different 
countries for open competitions in 
Europe (no requirement for 
competitions outside Europe)....” 

 
“Admission 
A competition can only be classed or 
kept a World Cup competition if it 
satisfies the following criteria. 
1. Participation must include fencers: 

• from at least eight countries for 
open competitions; 

• from at least five countries for 
junior competitions 

2. Participation must include a minimum 
of: 

• Ten fencers listed in the top 32 
in the official ranking of the FIE 
and representing at least five 
different countries for open 
competitions....” 

 
We propose this amendment in 
order to increase the level of the 
World Cup competitions all over 
the world and to make the World 
Cup circuit more equitable. 

 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the representative  of the Hungarian Federation withdrew his 
proposal so it was therefore not discussed.  
 
Proposal 5 
 
 

o. 83.  
“1. Official FIE individual ranking 
a) Principles 
The official Open ranking of the FIE takes 
into account the best six results of the 
World Cup, Grand Prix or Satellite 
competitions in which the fencer has 
participated, with a limit of no more than 
three from any one continent, plus the 
World Championships or Olympic Games 
and the Zonal Championships. 
b) The official Junior ranking of the FIE 
takes into account the best six results of 
the World Cup competitions in which the 
fencer has participated, with a limit of no 
more than three from any one continent, 
as well as the World Championships and 
the Zonal Championships....” 

 
“1. Official FIE individual ranking 
a) Principles 
The official Open ranking of the FIE 
takes into account the best six results of 
the World Cup, Grand Prix or Satellite 
competitions in which the fencer has 
participated, with a limit of no more than 
three from any one continent, plus the 
World Championships or Olympic 
Games. 
b) The official Junior ranking of the FIE 
takes into account the best six results of 
the World Cup competitions in which the 
fencer has participated, with a limit of no 
more than three from any one continent, 
as well as the World Championships...” 

 
Our proposal is that the Zonal 
Championships should not be 
taken into account in the FIE 
official ranking, therefore this 
article should be amended 
accordingly and to delete all 
reference related to it. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: see Proposal 8  
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Proposal 6 
 
 

o. 83. 
“2. Scale of points 
....c) Points obtained in a Grand Prix 
competition of the FIE and a Zonal 
Championship are multiplied by a factor 
of 2.0.” 

 
“2. Scale of points 
....c) Points obtained in a Grand Prix 
competition of the FIE are multiplied by 
a factor of 2.0.” 

 
Our proposal is that the Zonal 
Championships should not be 
taken into account in the FIE 
official ranking, therefore this 
article should be amended 
accordingly. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: see Proposal 8  
 
 
 
Proposal 7 
 

o.84. 
“1. Official team ranking of the FIE 

a) Principle 
The official team ranking of the FIE 
takes into account a team’s best four 
results in the Team World Cup 
competitions, with a maximum of two 
results obtained in the same 
continental zone, plus the Open 
World Championships or the Olympic 
Games and the Zonal 
Championships.” 

 
“1. Official team ranking of the FIE 

a) Principle 
The official team ranking of the FIE 
takes into account a team’s best 
four results in the Team World Cup 
competitions, with a maximum of 
two results obtained in the same 
continental zone, plus the Open 
World Championships or the 
Olympic Games.” 

 
Our proposal is that the Zonal 
Championships should not be 
taken into account in the FIE 
official ranking, therefore this 
article should be amended 
accordingly. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: see Proposal 8 
 
 
 
Proposal 8 
 

o.84. 
“2. Team scale of points 

c) Points obtained in a Zonal Team 
Championship attract a factor of 1.0.” 

 
To be deleted 

 
Our proposal is that the Zonal 
Championships should not be 
taken into account in the FIE 
official ranking, therefore this 
article should be amended 
accordingly. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the majority of th e Commission did not approve these 4 
proposals, which were considered together: 1 vote i n favour, 5 votes against, with 4 
abstentions.   
 
 
 
Proposal 9 
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m.16. 
“2. It should be as straight as possible 
and mounted with groove uppermost. 
Any curve of blade must be uniform and 
the maximum bend must in any case be 
less than 1 cm; it is only permitted in the 
vertical plane and must be near the 
centre of the blade” 

 
“2. It should be as straight as possible 
and mounted with groove uppermost. 
Any curve of blade must be uniform and 
the maximum bend must in any case be 
less than 2 cm; it is only permitted in the 
vertical plane and must be near the 
centre of the blade 

 
To maximise the curve of blade in 
1 cm is unnatural comparing to 
the fencing practised in training 
and also dangerous / unsafe. We 
propose to modify the curve limit 
from 1 cm to 2 cm. 

 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission and the SEMI Commission before giving it s view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission wis hes to know the SEMI Commission’s 
opinion on the subject, but approved the proposal t emporarily by 7 votes in favour, 2 votes 
against and 1 abstention.   
 
 
 
 
 

Russian Fencing Federation 
 
 
 
Proposal 1 
 
Changing of blocking time in scoring apparatus (saber) – 0,25 seconds. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission  before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission did  not approve this proposal – 2 votes for, 
5 votes against and 2 abstentions. It was felt howe ver that it would be good for further trials to 
be carried out to establish a blocking time that wo uld enable the conventions of sabre to be 
respected without favouring or putting at a disadva ntage one or another national style of 
fencing.   
 
 
Proposal 2 
 
To organize the matches in direct elimination round of the competitions according to the following 
conception:  
 
To win the match a fencer must win 2 bouts of 5 touches from 3 possible bouts. When the score of the 
bout is 4:4, then to win the bout a fencer must reach the score of 6 touches, which makes 6:5 touches 
as a maximum score. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: with 2 votes for a nd 8 votes against, the Commission is not 
in favour of this proposal.  
 
Poposal 3 
 
Video Arbitrage is used only by Refereeing Delegate or referee at monitor. Referee can only use 
video-replay with the request of the fencer or for consulting with Refereeing Delegate and referee at 
monitor. Monitor cannot be located such a way that referee could see it directly close to pist. 
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Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission was unanimous in not approving this 
proposal. 
 
 
Proposal 4 
 
Consider correct the following:  An attack is correctly carried out with any progressive uninterrupted 
straightening of arm without dependence of blade position (up/down). 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: while the Commissi on agreed with the point made in the 
proposal, they felt that since the attack was alrea dy sufficiently well defined in the Rules 
(Article t.75.2), this specification was unnecessar y.  
 
 
 

Ukrainian Fencing Federation 
 
Proposition 1 
 
o.23. 1. The direct elimination bouts are for 15 hits or end when the three periods of three minutes, 
with a one-minute rest between each period, have passed. As an exception, at sabre, the first period 
ends either at the expiry of the three minutes or when one of the fencers has scored eight hits. 
  
Change for: 
 
o.23. 1. The direct elimination matches are maximum 3 bouts for 5 hits. Duration of every bout is 3 
minutes. Match is ended when one of the fencers wins 2 bouts for 5 hits. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: with 2 votes in fa vour and 8 votes against, the Commission 
is not in favour of this proposal.  
 
 
Proposal 2 
 
o.24.1. The bout ends when: 
— One of the fencers has scored 15 hits; or 
— 9 minutes of effective fencing time have passed. 
 
Change for: 
 
o.24.1. The bout ends when: 
— One of the fencers has scored 5 hits; or 
— 3 minutes of effective fencing time have passed 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: the Committee w ishes to have the opinion of the Rules 
Commission before giving its view. 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission was  unanimous in not approving the 
proposal. 
 
 
Proposal 3 
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o.83. 1. Official FIE individual ranking 
2. Scale of points 
c) Points obtained in a Grand Prix competition of the FIE and a Zonal Championship are multiplied by 
a factor of 2.0. 
 
Change for: 
 
o.83. 1. Official FIE individual ranking 
2. Scale of points 
c) Points obtained in a Grand Prix competition of the FIE are multiplied by a factor of 2.0 and a Zonal 
Championship are multiplied by: 

• a factor of 2.0 for Europe 
• a factor of 1,5 for Asia-Oceania 
• a factor of 1,5 (or 1) for America 
• a factor of 1,0 for Africa 

 
Motivation: the number of participants at different Zonal Championships is quite different. Also different 
is the number of FIE ranked participants and teams. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission was  unanimous in not approving the 
proposal. 
 
 
 
Proposal 4 
 
o.84. 1. Official FIE team ranking 
2. Team scale of points: 
c) Points obtained in a Zonal Team Championship attract a factor of 1.0. 
 
Change for: 
 
o.84. 1. Official FIE team ranking 
2. Team scale of points: 
c) Points obtained in a Zonal Team Championship attract: 

• a factor of 1,5 for Europe 
• a factor of 1,0 for Asia-Oceania 
• a factor of 1,0 (or 1) for America 
• a factor of 1,0 for Africa 

 
Motivation: the number of participants at different Zonal Championships is quite different. Also different 
is the number of FIE ranked participants and teams. 
 
Opinion of the Executive Committee: not in favour 
Opinion of the Rules Commission: the Commission was  unanimous in not approving the 
proposal. 
 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
 
Other points raised and discussed though not on the  list of proposals submitted:  
 
 

1. Article o.31.2      The Commission agreed that the words ‘effectivement présents ’ (‘actually 
present’) ought to be replaced by ‘inscrits ’ (‘entered’).  

 
2. It was confirmed that the words ‘Championnat(s) du Monde’/’World Championship(s)’, 

whenever they appear without further qualification ONLY apply to senior World Championships.  
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3. The Commission considered it desirable that the article defining at which competitions the 
wearing of the transparent mask is obligatory, currently only to be found in an Appendix to the 
‘Material’ section of the rules, should figure in the rules themselves so as to be more easily found 
by the fencers.  

 

4. Elected for the Special Rules Commission for the World Championships and Olympic Games:  

 

Laura Carlescu-Badea and Lutz Schirrmacher. 

Intermediaries for the other commissions: 

Refereeing: Janine Lamon, Stephen Higginson 

Athletes: Manuel Belmonte 

Discipline: Jae Sung Shim 

Legal: Pierre Thullberg 

Medical: Giuseppe Cafiero 

Promotion: Krisztian Kulcsar 

SEMI: Sarkis Assadourian, Giuseppe Cafiero. 

 

Furthermore, the Commission created several little work groups which will take care of preparing 
proposals on different subjects (e.g. veterans).  

End of the meeting: 24 May 2009 at 4.50 pm. 
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FIE SEMI COMMISSION  

Minutes of the LAUSANNE MEETING  

23
rd

 AND 24
th

 MAY 2009 - HOTEL DE LA PAIX 

COMPTE RENDU DE LA REUNION SEMI 

 

Present  

Mr. Wamg Wei (CHN) representative of the COMEX 

Mr. Yuan Xiangyang  (CHN) translator of Mr. Wang Wei  

Mr. José Eduardo Dos SANTOS (POR) President 

Mr. Atsushi HARINISHI (JPN) Member  

Mr. Daniel DECHAINE (USA) Member 

Mr. Gamil ELZEFTAWI (EGY) Member 

Mr. Gianandrea NICOLAI (ITA) Member, Secretary of the session 

Mr. Jacek BIERKOWSKI (POL) Member 

Ms Maria Wilda Eberl LOPEZ (CHI) Member 

Mr. Semen RIKHTMAN (RUS) Member 

Absent 

Ms Janet Huggins (GBR) excused 

Mr.  Ali Mohammad Azizi (IRI) not excused. 

Guests 

Asked and were authorized to attend with a consultant voice: 

Mr.  Frank Messemer (Allstar) 

Mr. Nourredine Kaabi (Kabcom). 
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1. Welcome of the President of the SEMI COMMISSION. And 

nomination of Mr. Andrea Nicolai as Secretary of the session- 

2. Welcome words of the representative of the COMEX and Vice 

President of the FIE, Mr. Wang Wei: he wished a good session of work 

and emphasized that a special attention must be given to the security 

and new technological issues. 

3. The Agenda, received by mail was presented; an additional point 

concerning nomination of SEMI Delegates in competitions was 

included. 

4. Proposals of the Federations 

a. The proposal presented by Great Britain, concerning sabre mask 

resistance is approved. 

The rules should be changed as follows: add to article “ m.32.5 ... 

Furthermore the electrical resistance of this wire (crocodile clip to 

crocodile clip or crocodile clip to soldered end) must not exceed 1 ohm.” 

 

b. The proposal presented by Great Britain, concerning sabre glove 

arm overlay (manchette) resistance testing is approved. 

The rules will be changed by introduction of rhe following new 

paragraph in Article “m.33.4 The conductive material (lamé) must 

satisfy the conditions laid down for testing (cf. m.28.5).” 
 

c. The proposal presented by Hungary, which states “Any curve of 

blade must be uniform and the maximum bend must in any case 

be less than 1 to 2 cm”. is rejected.  

In fact the blades are tested by independent institutes concerning 

the flexibility before the permission of production. Also 

flexibility is tested at initial weapons control in world 

championships and other competitions. The proposal does not 

explains why 2 cm of bend should be used instead of 1 cm. To 

produce an hit ideally the point should hit perpendicularly the 

target, according to the SEMI the proposed difference of adding 

1 cm to the maximum bend does not affect the security of blades. 

 

d. The proposal of Russia, “Change of blocking time in scoring 

apparatus (saber) to 0,25 seconds.”, concerns a longer 

blocking time to be implemented by transforming the actual 



 

FIE SEMI Commission 2009 meeting, page 3 of 10 
 

electrical apparatus. The SEMI Commission indicates that it is 

possible to change the blocking time for every weapon. 

And reMembers that in 2004 when it was decided to reduce 

blocking times of electrical apparatus for foil and sabre the 

National Federations supported the costs of the changes since the 

apparatus must be modified. National Federations must decide if 

they want this change to take place, a study must be made to 

determine which is the ideal blocking time. The present block 

time is of 125 ms (0,125s). It is reminded that in case of change a 

tolerance must be given, so if it will be decided that the ideal 

blocking time is for instance 200ms then the apparatus must be 

tuned to 200ms with a 5% tolerance meaning from 190ms to 

210ms. 

A longer block time then the actual one will change “the fencing 

phrase”, and will permit the riposte. The referees should be 

informed and trained to adapt the refereeing if the block time 

will change. The new video arbitrage system can be used as a 

tool in the study of the determination of the ideal block time. 

 

5. Proposals of the SEMI Members 

a. Concerning the specifications of the pin size on the 2 pin plug in 

body wires. 

There is no article in the rules that gives a dimension for either pin in 

the two pin system body wire. By convention one pin is 4mm in 

diameter and the other is 3mm, each of which fits a socket in the 

inside guard. Problems occur when the pins are too thin and thus the 

plug moves in the inside guard socket causing breaks in the electrical 

circuit. 

The following new sentence should be added to article m.29.3.a “In the case 

of a body wire fitted with two pins, the pin that connects to the foil earth 

circuit should be 4 mm in diameter, whilst the pin that connects to the wire 

of the weapon should be 3 mm in diameter.” 

b. In which concerns the use of the conductive bib for foil at the 

Cadets World Championships, the SEMI Commission alerts the 

COMEX that “the conductive bib should be mandatory for 

the Cadets World Championships as well as competitions 

held in conjunction with Juniors.” In fact all fencing should be 
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uniform and not have different systems to be used according with 

the age of fencers. 

 

c. Due to the fact that fabrics degrade with washing and use loosing 

the initial strength of 800N and that the European Standard to 

test the uniforms and concerning fencing PPE (protective 

personal equipment) dates from 2002, it is is decided to make a 

proposal to add the following new paragraph to article 

“m.25.2 Safety At FIE competitions only 800N uniforms and 

stainless steel 1600N masks that were tested according with 

EN13567 level2 are allowed. Only will be accepted jackets, 

breeches, under protections and masks with a FIE label of 

quality that clearly mention the letters EN13567 level2.” 

 

6. Conductive retro fit bib for foil  

The manufacturers have been working on a retrofit lame bib to be 

applied to standard masks in order to transform them in masks with 

conductive bibs, the solutions proposed use double sided tape It is 

decided that for foil the retro fit conductive bib from a specific 

manufacturer is accepted at FIE competitions, only in the case that is 

being applied to the same brand of masks: this means that a PBT 

retrofit bib must be applied only to PBT masks, an Allstar retrofit bib to 

Allstar masks, an Uhlmann retrofit bib to Uhlmann masks and so on).  

The fencers have full responsibility in making sure that the retro fit bib 

is well applied, that is in good condition and fits properly the mask 

according with the rules article m.27.2 

The retro fit bib solution is accepted from May 2009 up to July 2012.  

With the feedback of information provided from his use further 

decisions will be taken by then. 

It is noted that this solution is not acceptable at the Olympic Games. 

The manufacturers should address to the SEMI commission a 

request of approval/homologation of their retrofit bibs together 

with a sample. The FIE approved retrofit conductive bibs will be 

added to the list of FIE approved conductive masks for foil M2009. 

Only the retro fit bibs from the manufacturers mentioned in the list 

will be accepted at the weapon control of official FIE competitions. 

The bibs must be supplied with instructions of installation. 



 

FIE SEMI Commission 2009 meeting, page 5 of 10 
 

The approved FIE retrofit conductive bib contains obligatory a 

label that states “Upgrade to M2009 by” manufacturer name and 

date. 

a. Allstar presents a retrofit bib that permits to transform an Allstar 

mask in a mask with a conductive bib. This retro fit bib is 

applied with both sides tape, the Commission approves the 

solution presented. And alerts that in case of heat and fencers 

that sweat a lot the glue risks to be not so efficient. It is decided 

that it is the responsibility of the fencer to make sure that the bib 

is always properly installed.  

b. PBT presented (via email) their proposal of a retrofit conductive 

with photos and instructions, the front side uses the two sided 

adhesive tape, while the inner side is to be sewn onto the original 

bib. The SEMI Commission approves also this retrofit 

conductive bib presented by PBT. 

c. Other manufacturers  

The new model of Leon Paul M2009 masks permits to replace 

the bibs since the bib glides into a frame, anyhow Leon Paul will 

present another solution for the retrofit bib. Prieur developed a 

retrofit bib that is to be sewn in the front side as well in the rear 

side to the original bib. Negrini is studying a solution with 

Velcro. One other manufacturer is developing a solution were the 

fabric that covers the bib substitutes one of the Velcro layers. 

. 

7. Sofranel / Blades approval 

a. Mr. Vladimir Husarek (Sofranel) asked to be confirmed as 

“Correspondent Member of the SEMI”. Despite of the great 

value of the work of Mr. Husarek at all stages the SEMI 

Commission cannot confirm his initial nomination as 

“Correspondent Member of the SEMI”, since this nomination 

was done by the former FIE`s President in 1993, and the FIE 

Statutes do not foreseen the nomination of Correspondent 

Members of the Commissions, neither foresee the existence, 

nomination or election of “Correspondent Members”. All the 

correspondence that Mr. Husarek whishes to address to the SEMI 

and their Members was and is always welcome and will be taken 

in consideration. 
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b. Sofranel informed the SEMI Commission in writing that starting 

from January 2009, the prices for testing blades will increase of 

10%. 

The reason is that prices remained unchanged since 2002, and 

the company has more costs. To make the tests for an initial FIE 

approval/homologation a set of 10 blades should be sent to 

Sofranel and the tests will cost 3857 Euros, and 1157 Euros for a 

periodical re-control (3 blades). 

It is reminded that for a blades manufacturer to obtain the 

FIE approval/homologation and permission to stamp their 

blades with the FIE label of quality and to figure in the list of 

FIE official approved blades list the manufacturer should: 

request the FIE approval/homologation in writing and sent to 

the SEMI the tests report made by one of the following 

independent institutes Sofranel, Visti and CRITT, and as 

well send to the SEMI a sample of the blade dully marked 

with the FIE label of quality (with the manufacturer name 

and date). 

 

8. Approvals 

It was decided to include the mention to the European Standard 

EN13567 level2 in the material rules in order to prevent any 

misinterpretation, so the text in page 43 of the present English version 

will became: 

“When the SEMI Commission has received the file 

requesting homologation, including the manufacturer’s 

samples and the reports of the different tests (from the 

institutes CRITT, Denkendorf and IFTH made according 

EN13567 level2 for clothing, under-plastrons and masks; 

and from the Institutes CRITT, Sofranel and Visti for 

blades), if the analysis is positive the SEMI Commission 

will issue a homologation certificate authorizing the 

manufacturer to mark his future production (from the date of 

the delivery of the certificate) with the FIE emblem.” 

 

Approvals of Masks and Uniforms 

- The SEMI Commission received two requests of certification of 

jackets concerning the approval /homologation from Ikramic (a 
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Pakistan Firm) and from Physical Chess (an American Firm). 

These manufacturers still are waiting for the breeches CE tests and 

the proposed FIE lbel of quality and logos were not in order. 

- The SEMI Commission notes the American Firm “Triplette” 

makes and sells fencing masks with the FIE label, even though the 

SEMI Commission never received any CE tests or request and a 

mask sample masks for homologation. These maks are not listed 

and therefore they will never be accepted at any FIE competition, 

The SEMI Commission observed that there is no penalty for 

Companies that do not respect the FIE requirements. 

 

9. Security, Accidents and control  

- The fatal accident with an epee blade that occurred in Poland was 

analyzed the conclusion is that the fencer was not using the 800N 

under protection. 

- The Commission comments the fact that still in many countries 

the 800N protection is not mandatory or only a 359N under 

protection is mandatory, situation that should deserve more 

attention by the National Federations.. 

- Also it is commented the fact that in the world Championships 

juniors 2009 of Belfast the Korean fencers had removed the 

sleeve of the under protection, situation that was already detected 

previously. Since it is not the first time that Korean fencers are 

detected with this transformation of the under protection it is 

decided that the SEMI Commission will write to the Korean 

Federation alerting the Korean Federation to the fact that their 

fencers incur in high risk with this strange procedure and that the 

rules do not allow this transformation. 

- Concerning the report of accidents to the FIE the SEMI 

Commission thinks that if an accident occurs in a competition the 

Official FIE Supervisor has the obligation of reporting the 

circumstances in which the accident had place and describing 

the material involved, also which medical care took place, the 

Supervisor report can include the questions related with this 

issue, a short meeting beween the SEMI and the Medical 

Commission took place and the Medical Commission has a 

similar proposal. 

Also should be mandatory that the National Federation 

concerned will have the obligation of detailed reporting to 
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the FIE the accidents that occur in their country, being this 

suggestion given to the FIE COMEX for implementation. 

- Concerning the accidents involving perforation in Saber gloves is 

suggested to the manufacturers that they will study a glove made 

with the 800N fabric and Allstar has an idea of making an extra 

protection in the Saber guard. 

- The SEMI Commission discussed the European Standard 

EN13567 level 2 and Mr. Gianandrea Nicolai will consult the 

files from the time of former SEMI President, Mr. Sydney Romeo 

and will make a small report concerning these studies. The files 

make reference to the studies that determined that 800N is the 

strength of fabrics that ensures safety. 

- Mr. Bierkowsky wants the SEMI Commission to write to the 

President of the European Safety Standards for sport and will 

propose a text. 

- Concerning the weapon control marks Kabcom proposes the 

inclusion of a digital readable metal button in the uniforms and 

masks so the referee will use a device to read it in the piste. 

Although interesting the Members foresee problems in the 

implementation of such a system, and for the moment wish to 

keep the actuala system of stamps and plastic collars that is used 

in Worls Championships 

 

10.  Belfast, anomalies detected at Weapon Control 

a. The SEMI Commission decided to write a letter to the Korean 

Fencing Federation concerning the fact that the Korean fencers 

presented their underarm protections at the initial Weapon 

Control with cut sleeves. 

b. One fencer presented a jacket with one zipper sewn over the 

original zipper which exposed the zipper area wsithput the 

overlay of 800N fabric.   

c. STM did not ask the homologation of their 2008 and 2009 FIE 

blades, it has been givem a delay of 2 months for STM to correct 

the situation. 

d. The Report of the SEMI Delegates at the 2009 Belfast World 

Juniors and Cadets Championship was examined and with some 

alterations adopted as a model for firther competitions. 
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11. Nomination of SEMI Delegates at Competitions 

The SEMI Commission proposes to the COMEX the Members 

mentioned below to be designated as SEMI Delegates to the 

following competitions: 

- World Senior Championship 2009 Antalya (TUR): Mr. Daniel 

DeChaine (USA), Ms Maria Wilda Eberl Lopez (CHI), Mr. Gamil 

Elzeftawi (EGY). 

- 2009 Universiade Belgrad (SRB), Mr Jacek Bierkowski (POL); 

-  Mediterranean Games Pescara (ITA), Mr. Gianandrea Nicolai 

(ITA); 

-  Veteran World Champs Moscow (RUS), Mr. Semen Rikhtman 

(RUS). 

The SEMI Commission notes that there is a difference in 

procedure between SEMI and the Arbitrage Commission. Since 

the FIE Referees Commissions and the COMEX decided the 

name of the Delegates in the Continental. 

In which concerns the nomination of SEMI Delegates at the 

Europena Championships no Delegate from the FIE SEMI was 

nominated this year, instead a person that does not belong to the 

SEMI was nominated directly by the Europena Fencing 

Confederation EFC/CEE and accepted by the COMEX, this 

situation seems not correct since the Zonal Championships are an 

official FIE competition and the supervision should be done by 

FIE Delegates and according with the FIE rules! 

The SEMI Commission will ask the COMRX to rectify this in 

the near future 

 

12.  FIE Web Site and Internet  

The software Engarde was discussed, it full fills the FIE cahier des 

charges and the Members were informed of the performance of the 

software. A basic version is available for free in the FIE website the 

upgrade for the Pro version costs 100 Euros to be paid directly to the 

Engarde developer.  

The SEMI Commission analyzed the FIE site plan. Only positive 

observations were made the Web Site www.fie.ch is at this moment 

complete and up-dated. The SEMI Commission sends its compliments 

to the COMEX and FIE Bureau due to the development of such an 

operational site that entirely satisfies the needs of the users.. 
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13.  Wireless System 

The SEMI Commission received the visit from the Arbitrage 

Commission represented by the President Mr. Mohamed El Motawakel 

and the COMEX representative at the Arbitrage Commission Mr. 

Emanuel Katsiadiakis. The Arbitrage Commission asked the SEMI 

Commission to give their attention to the wireless system from STM 

and confirm the problems noted during the World Junior Championship 

in Belfast, especially in epee matches, being the reported problems that 

occasionally occurred the following: lights on the masks but not in the 

central apparatus, need to change the connetctors in the arm during the 

match. The SEMI Commission confirmed the problems occurred in 

Belfast with the STM Wireless System at épée and in foil and 

recommends that the wireless system will be not used until STM 

rectifies and solves the detected problems 

 

14. Video re-play / Video Arbitrage 

a. During next GP in Montreal – end of May 2009 – a new 

Canadian video refereeing system will be used, this system 

includes sound in real time. 

b. Concerning the document called “Handbook of Regulations – 

Video Arbitration”, after detailed examination and discussion the 

SEMI Commission approved the document. 

 

15.  Mr. Dan de Chaine (USA) is the lecturer of a training for armourers 

during Summer, that takes place in Colorado Springs, at the cost of 

500USD per person, he will ask to the USFA (United States Fencing 

Asspciation) for this training to be open to International participants, the 

SEMI Commission considers the participation in this action relevant, 

the interest persons can contact Mr. De Chaine. 

 

16.  A meeting between the SEMI Commission and the manufacturers will 

be scheduled to take place in Paris in October 2010, during the Seniors 

World Championships. 

 

 

Nothing else to be discusses the meeting was closed on Sunday, the 24
th
 

of May at 15h00m. 

 


